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WORKS  PUBLISHED  BY  BLACKIE  AND  SON. 


J ust  published,  cloth,  73.  6d., 

THE  BOOK  of  ECCLESIASTES:  its  Meaning  and  its  Lessons. 

By  the  Rev.  Kobeet  BrcHANAS,  D.D. 

"  For  learned  as  weU  as  imleamed  readers,  the  most  serviceable  contribution  yet  made 
in  our  language,  for  enabUng  them  intelligently  to  read  the  meaning,  and  rightly  to  profit 
by  the  lessons  of  Ecclesiastes." — Scottish  Guardian. 

Illustrated  with  Maps,  cloth,  7s.  6d., 
NOTES  of  a  CLERICAL  FUBLOUGH,  spent  chiefly  in  the 

Holy  Land.    By  the  Eev.  Eobeet  Br  Chan  an,  D.D. 

"  Every  reader  of  the  Bible,  and  especially  every  expounder  of  it,  wiU  find  here  a  most 
interesting  commentary,  and  an  invaluable  help." — Patriot. 

With  Engravings,  in  2  vols.,  cloth,  143., 

TEN  YEARS'  CONFLICT  :  Being  the  History  of  the  Disruption 

the  Church  of  Scotland.  By  the  Rev.  Robebt  Buchanan,  D.D.  The  Library  Edition, 
in  large  type,  2  vols.  8vo.,  cloth,  2l3. 

Lord  Jefeey,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  remarks : — "  I  have  been  reading  Dr.  Buchanan's 
'  Ten  Years'  Conflict  of  tlie  Free  Church,'  with  singular  admiration  at  the  completeness 
and  spirit,  and  admirable  writing  of  the  narrative." 

Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  3s.  6d., 
AN  EXPOSITION  OF  THE  CONFESSION  OP  FAITH  of  the 

Westminster  Assembly  of  Divines.    By  Robibt  Shaw,  D.D.    Eighth  Edition. 

2  vols.,  demy  limo.,  cloth,  43., 
SKETCHES  OF  SCOTTISH  CHURCH  HISTORY;  Embracing 

the  Period  from  the  Reformation  to  the  Revcjlution.  By  the  Rev.  Thomas  M'Ceib. 

Numerous  Engraviiigs,  cloth,  7s.  6d., 

LADIES  of  the  COVENANT.  Memoirs  of  Distinguished  Scottish 
Female  Characters,  embracing  the  Period  of  the  Covenant  and  Persecution.  By  tlie  Rev. 
jAJtES  Andebson.    I  

Numerous  Eni^ravings,  cloth,  93., 

HISTORY  of  the  REFORMATION.  Emerald  Edition.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  Meele  D'AtJBiGNEjD.D.,  by  D.  D.  Scott,  and  H.  White,  B.A, 
The  five  vols,  of  the  French  Edition,  beautifully  printed  in  small  but  clear  type. 

London :  Blackie  &  Son,  Warwick-square,  City  ;  and  all  Booksellers. 

lEISH  ItEVIVALS. 
This  Day,  in  cromj  8vo,  clotli,  price  48. 

THE    ULSTER  AWAKENING. 

Its  Origin,  Progress,  and  Fruit ;  with  ^otes  of  a  Tour  of  Personal  Observation  and 
Inquiry.  By  the  Rev.  John  Weie,  D.D.  Introduction  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  B.  W. 
KoBL,  M.A. 

Arthur  Hall,  Virtue,  &  Co.,  25,  Paternoster  Row. 

Fifth  Thousand,  price  2s., 
THE  BACKWOODS  PREACHER; 

AN  AUTOBIOGRAPHY  OP  PETER  CARTWRIGHT. 
Edited  by  W.  P.  Steickla>d.    Reprinted  from  the  last  American  Edition. 
"  For  the  rugged  earnestness  of  the  man  it  is  impossible  not  to  have  a  high  admira- 
tion.   His  life  is  full  of  strange  incident,  and,  setting  aside  its  oddities,  must  command, 
and  more  than  command,  interest." — Aiheneeum. 

"  Full  of  the  richest  Americanisms  and  quaintest  anecdotes  ;  it  gives  the  details  of  a 
religious  phase  of  society  almost  unknowii  in  England." — Dickens's  Household  Words^ 
Arthur  Hall,  Vu-tue,  &  Co.,  25,  Paternoster  Row. 
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Good  Stationery  at  Reasonable  Prices, 

At  G.  BLIGHT'S,  168,  Fenchurch  Street.  London,  E.G. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 


Glenfield  Patent  Starch 

l8  the  only  Starch  used  in  Her  Majesty's  Laundry ; 
And  as  some  unprincipled  parties  are  now  making  and  offering  for  Sale  an  Imitation  of 

THE  GLENFIELD  STARCH, 

We  hereby  caution  all  our  Customers  to  he  careful,  when  purchasing,  to  see  that  the 
word  "  Glenfield"  is  on  each  packet,  to  c4py  which  is  felony. 

WOTHEESPOON  &  Co.,  0LASGOW  AND  LONDON. 

HOLLO  WAY'S  OINTMENT.— Extemdl  inj\u-ies  and  diseases  have  lost  half  then- 
terror  since  the  discovei-y  of  Holloway'p  Ointment ;  the  worst  bruises,  scalds,  burns, 
and  other  accidental  injuries  to  which  liumanity  is  liable,  are  treated  successfully  witli 
this  healing  unguent,  and  in  an  amazingly  abort  time  by  it  the  inflammation  is  subdued 
and  the  pain  removed ;  the  progress  of  cute  is  incredibly  rapid,  therefore  let  all  who 
are  thus  afflicted  have  recourse  to  this  wonderful  ointment,  which  will  not  surely  effect 
a  cure  if  used  in  conjunction  with  the  Pills  according  to  the  printed  directions. 

Sold  at  Professor  Holloway's,  244,  Strmd,  London,  and  by  aU  Medicine  Vendors 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  at  the  following  prices.  Is.  l^d.,  2s.  9d.,  lis.  6d.,  22s., 
and  33s.  each  box.    There  is  a  oonsiderablQ  saving  by  taking  the  larger  boxes. 

"  This  is  superior  to  anything  of  the 
kind  known." — Loncet. 

Obtain  it  from  Family  Grocers,  or 
Chemists,  who  do  not  substitute  in- 
ferior articles.  The  most  wholesome 
part  of  Indian  corn,  and  preferred  to 
the  best  Arrow  Root ;  for  breakfast, 
boiled  simply  with  milk ;  dinner 
or  supper,  in  puddings,  warm  or 
cold  ;  blancmange,  with  stewed  fruit  of 
all  kinds,  and  especially  suited  to  the 
delicacy  of  children  and  invalids  : — 
Packets,  16oz.,  8d. 

Paisley  ;  77a,  Market  Street,  Man- 
chester ;  Dublin  ;  and  23,  Ironmonger 
Lane,  London. 


PATENT  I 
CORN  FLOUk 


INTEEESTING  TESTIMONY  Il!J  PAVOIJR  OE  DR.  LOCOCK'S 
PULMONIC  WAFERS. 
An  eminent  Wesleyan  Minister,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Evans,  in  writing  the  biography  of 
his  father,  in  the  Welsh  Wesleyan  Magazine  lov  December,  1859,  says  : — "  He  had  been 
very  painfully  affected  by  an  asthmatic  complaint  and  a  troublesome  cough  ;  but  by  the 
use  of  Dr.  Locock's  Wafers  these  were  removed,  so  that  he  enjoyed  ease  in  his  latter 
days,  and  was  entirely  free  from  the  cough  which  so  generally  troubles  old  ministers." — 
See  the  Welsh  Wesleyan  Magazine  for  December,  1859,  p.  402. 

DR.  LOCOCK'S  PULMONIC  WAFERS. 

They  give  instant  relief,  and  a  rapid  cure  of  asthma,  consumption,  coughs,  and  all 
disorders  of  the  breath  and  lungs. 

To  Singers  aud  Public  Speakers  they  are  invaluable  for  clearing  and  strengthen- 
ing the  voice. 

They  have  a  most  pleasant  taste.  Price  Is.  IJd.,  29.  9d.,  and  lis.  per  box.  Sold  by 
all  Chemists. 
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NEW   AVOKK    BY   DE.  BEOWN. 

Now  ready,  in  post  8vo.,  cloth  elegant,  price  6s., 
PEDEN  THE   PROPHET:   a    Tale    of    the  Covenanters. 

Founded  on  Fact.    By  the  Eev.  A.  MoETOJf  Beowi<',  LL.D. 

"  We  have  read  the  book  with  intense  interest.  While  the  book  is  emphatically  one  of 
facts — facts  the  most  astounding  in  the  annals  of  Scotland — it  has  all  the  fascination  of 
fiction." — Olasgow  Examiner. 

"  Dr.  Brown  has  succeeded  in  producing  from  the  various  materials  at  his  command, 
a  book  of  thrilling  interest.'' — Commonwealth. 

"  It  is  a  work  to  be  proud  of." — Literary  Gazette. 

London  :  John  Snow,  Paternoster  Row. 
This  day  is  published,  in  one  handsome  volume,  crown  8vo.,  with  beautiful  Portrait 
engraved  on  steel,  and  Vignette,  cloth  lettered,  price  59., 

JOHN     ANGELL     JAMES:    a    Review    of    his  History, 

Character,  Eloquence,  and  Literary  Labours.  With  Dissertations  on  the  Pulpit,  and 
the  Press,  Academic  Preaching,  College  Reform,  &c.    By  JoHX  Campbell,  D.D. 

"Many  will  wish  that  the  materials  for  the  biography  of  Mr.  James  had  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Campbell ;  but,  as  that  was  not  done,  he  lias  done  the  next  best 
thing  in  the  circumstances — he  has  produce  !  a  volume  which  will  be  perused  with 
intense  interest  as  long  as  the  works  of  the  lamented  deceased  are  appreciated,  which 
will  be-as  long  as  there  are  sinners  to  be  saved  and  Christians  to  be  instructed.  We 
thank  Dr.  Campbell  for  his  admirable  volume — a  volume  alike  creditable  to  the  subject 
and  author — a  volume  which  tells  significantly  of  that  communion  of  spirit  and  views 
that  long  existed  between  the  parties,  and  a  volame  wliich  is  a  splendid  monument  of 
real,  loving,  sanctified  friendship.  Had  the  author  been  first  called  away,  we  have  no 
doubt  but  ilr.  James  would  have  erected  to  his  memory  a  simUar  tribute — monmnentum 
ere  pereymius. " —  Glasgow  Examine. 

Just  published,  price  6d., 

REVIVAL  OP  RELIGION:  its  Principles,  Necessity,  Effects. 

A  Series  of  Papers.    By  the  Rev.  JonN  AxgelliJaiies. 

"  It  is  greatly  to  be  wished  that  the  pamphlet  should  be  circulated  to  the  utmost 
extent  in  all  denominations." — Christian  Witiie-tiL 

London  :  John  Snow,  Paiemoster  Row. 

Just  published,  ]irice  4d., 
THE   WRECK    OP    THE    "ROYAL    CHARTER."     A  Nar- 
rative of  the  Disaster,  together  with  its  Practical  Lessons,  and  a  List  of  the  Passengers. 
By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Eicuabdson,  of  Tottenham-court  Chapel,  London,  Author  of  "  Ten- 
derness of  Jesus." 

London  :  John  Snow,  Paternoster  Row. 
SECOND  EDITION. 
In  a  few  davs,  18mo,  cloth  lettered,  price  23., 
LIGHT  BEYOND:   Thoughts    to    Guide    and    Cheer.  By 
Rebecca  M.  Redfobd. 

"These  pages  will  soothe  the  mourner,  stimulate  the  lukewarm,  and  cheer  the 
depressed." — British  Mothers^  Journal. 

"A  volume  refreshing  to  the  spirit  in  a  very  unusual  degree." — British  Standard. 
"  God  speed  this  little  book,  with  its  words  of  wisdom  and  of  love." — Evangelical 
Magazine. 

This  work  is  also  recommended  by  the  Nonconformist,  Patriot,  Baptist  Magazine, 
Glasgow  Examiner,  ^^'esleyan  Times,  &c.  &c. 

Loudon  :  John  Snow,  35,  Paternoster  Row. 

GENERAL  HATELOCK. 
Fourth  Edition.— This  day  is  published,  iu  cloth  elegant,  gilt  edges,  price  Is., 

HAVELOCK ;  the  Broad  Stone  of  Honour.   A  Tribute  of  the 

Tongue  and  the  Pen.    By  the  Rev.  Edwix  Paxton  Hood. 

"  A  volume  of  tlirUling  and  extraordinary  interest." 
London  :  John  Snow,  Paternoster  Row. 
\\T;DDING  PRESENT. 
Twenty-third  Thousand,  cloth.  Is.  Gd.  ;  in  wliite  silk,  2s.  6d., 
COUNSELS  TO   A  NEWLY- WEDDED  PAIR;  or,  Friendly 
Suggestions  to  Husbands  and  Wives.   A  Companion  for  the  Honeymoon,  and  a  Remem- 
brancer for  Life.    By  the  Rev.  John  MoKiso>f,  D.D. 

Loudon  :  John  Snon-,  35,  Paternoster  Row.  5 
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THE  NEW  SERIES  , 

THE   CHRISTM  SPECTATOR 

Commences  January,  1860. 


In  announcing  the  close  of  an  old  and  the  beginning  of  a  new  life,  the  Proprietors 
and  Conductors  of  this  Magazine  base  their  appeal  to  Cliristian,  and  especially  to  Non- 
conformist, Churches,  for  an  ENLARGED  AND  EXTENDED  CIRCULATION  on 
its  high  reputation  for  religious  usefulness,  liberality  of  tliought,  and  literary  ability, 
which  it  has  attained  during  the  past  nine  years  of  its  existence — characteristics  wliich 
have  placed  it  by  general  acknowledgment  in  the  foremost  rank  of  religious  periodical 
literature.  In  the  ensuing  series,  which  will  be  under  now  and  efficient  editorial  manage- 
ment, for  which  a  large  accession  of  writers  of  eminent  ability  is  being  secured,  these 
characteristics  wUl  be  maintained.  Tlie  general  contents  of  the  Magazine  will  consist  of 
articles  of  Practical  and  Meditative  Religion  ;  of  Ecclesiastical  and  Literary  History, 
Biography,  and  Criticism  ;  of  Tales  and  other  Papers  especially  adapted  to  the  Taste 
and  Culture  of  the  Younger  Members  of  the  Christian  Family  ;  of  Translations  and 
Reprints  from  the  best  Foreign  Religious  Literature  ;  of  a  Christian  Commonplace 
Book  of  Selected  Extracts  from  Old  and  New  Books  ;  and  a  General  Monthly  Review 
of  the  Progress  of  the  Christian  MissionB  of  all  Denominations,  and  of  Religious  Litera- 
ture :  two  features  which  will  be  found  together  in  no  other  Journal. 

The  following  gentlemen  have,  in  evei-y  form  of  encouraging  reply  to  a  request  for 
their  assistance,  promised  their  aid  as  Occasional  Coktbibutobs  to  the  Cubistiait 
Spbctatok  : — 

The  Rev.  T.  Aveling,  Kingsland  ;  The  Rev.  G.  W.  Conder,  Leeds  ;  The  Rev.  H. 
Stowell  Brown,  Liverpool ;  The  Rev.  J.  Baldwin  Brown,  B.A.,  London ;  The  Rey, 
J.  H.  Wilson,  Home  Mission  ;  The  Eev.  Professor  Newth,  New  College  ;  The  Rev. 
W.  Landels,  London  ;  The  Rev.  Alex.  M'Laren,  Manchester  ;  The  Rev.  T.  C.  Harrison, 
Camden  Town  ;  The  Rev.  J.  Pulsford,  Hull ;  The  Rev.  D.  Thomas,  Cotham,  Bristol; 
The  Rev.  W.  G.  Barrett,  Croydon  ;  The  Rev.  Dr.  Spence,  London  ;  The  Rev.  S.  Green, 
B.A.,  Rawdon  College  ;  The  Rev.  T.  T.  Lynch,  London  ;  The  Rev.  Benjamin  Kent- 
London  ;  Tiie  Rev.  W.  Walters,  Halifax;  The  Rev.  H.  W.  Parkinson,  Rochdale;  The 
Rev.  Basil  Cooper,  B.A.,  London ;  The  Rev.  T.  Roscvear,  Coventry  ;  The  Rev 
S.  Davidson,  D.D.,  Stockport;  The  Rev.  C.  Short,  M.  A.,  Swansea  ;  The  Rev.  James 
Martin,  B.A.,  Nottingham.  The  Rev.  James  Matheson,  Nottingham;  The  Rev 
P.  Leonard,  LL.B.,  Hereford ;  Rhe  Rev.  H.  Christopherson,  London ;  The  Rev 
H.  H.  Dobney,  Maidstone  ;  The  Rev.  F.  Trestrail,  London  ;  The  Rev.  Ed.  White,  M.A. 
Leatherhead;  J.  C.  Williams,  Esq.,  Serjeants'-inn  ;  TlieRev.  Dr.  Angus,  Regent's-park 
H.  S.  Skeats,  Esq.,  Croydon  ;  The  Rev.  J.  J.  Brown,  Birmingham  ;  Tlie  Rev.  P.  Chown 
Bradford ;  Tlie  Rev.  C.  Bailliache,  Salisbury;  Michael  Foster,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Huntingdon 
The  Rev.  W.  Kerkus.  LL.B.,  Hackney ;  The  Rev.  R.  H.  Smith,  Surbiton  ;  The  Rey 
W.  Humfreys,  Merthyr  ;  The  Rev.  T.  i?inlayfon,  M.A.,  Cambridge  ;  The  Rev.  T.  Davids 
Colchester ;  The  Rev.  D.  T.  Evans,  New  Cross ;  The  Rev.  J.  Yerrall,  Cardiff. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  the  Editor  is  able  to  reckon  on  the  assistance  of  several  gifted 
Ladies,  who  prefer  to  maintain  the  anonymous  character. 


The  Magazine  will  remain  unaltered  in  size  and  price.  It  will  consist  of  sixty-four 
octavo  pages :  Price  Sixpence. 

Orders  received  by  every  Bookseller,  or  the  Publishers  will  send  it  free  by  post  ft 
twelve  months  on  the  receipt  of  6s.  fid. 


YATES    AND  ALEXANDER, 

6,  Horse-shoo-court,  Ludgate-hill,  London,  E.C. 


THE  ENGLISH 


PRESBYTERIAN  MESSENGER. 


THE  GLASGOW  FREE  CHURCH  COLLEGE  CASE* 

As  the  pamphlet  we  intend  to  notice  briefly  makes  "  special  reference  to 
the  Glasgow  College  case,"  it  is  necessary,  in  the  outset,  to  state  that  case. 
Though  it  agitated  a  whole  college  for  well-nigh  eighteen  months,  wasted 
much  of  the  precious  time  and  energies  due  to  other  interests,  gave  rise  to 
some  strange  and  most  unedifying  scenes  in  a  large  and  important  Presbytery, 
and  in  divers  ways  drew  to  itself  the  anxious  attention  of  Christian  men  of 
all  denominations,  it  was  in  reality  short  and  simple.  Rescued  from  the 
complications  in  which  it  was  involved,  and  disentangled  from  the  irrele- 
vancies  which  were  more  than  once  attached  to  it,  in  its  main  substance  and 
distinguishing  element  it  was  as  follows: — 

At  an  early  period  in  the  session  of  1857-8,  Professor  Gibson  prescribed 
to  his  class  of  Systematic  Theology  an  essay  on  the  Unity  of  God.  Accord- 
ing to  his  usual  practice,  he  privately  examined  the  essays  given  in,  com- 
mented upon  them  publicly  in  the  class,  and  gave  their  authors  an  opportunity  | 
of  reading  in  the  presence  of  their  fellow-students  the  passages  he  saw  fit  ! 
to  select.  It  so  happened  that,  with  respect  to  two  or  three  of  the  essays 
written  on  the  subject  named,  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  speak  in  terms  of  ' 
unmingled  commendation,  but  was  constrained  to  find  fault,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  of  rashness  of  expression,  incorrectness  of  sentiment,  and  tendency  to 
dangerous  consequences.  No  one  likes  to  be  unfavourably  criticised,  and 
the  young  men  whose  productions  were  thus  animadverted  upon  would  have 
been  different  from  the  general  order  to  which  they  belonged,  if  they  had 
taken  it  pleasantly.  They  not  only  smarted  imder  it,  but  conceived  that  \ 
great  injustice  had  been  done  them,  and  that  steps  must  be  taken  against  the 
Professor  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  redress.  Accordingly,  they  went 
almost  at  once  to  the  Principal  (Dr.  Fairbairn),  laid  their  supposed  grievance 
before  him,  and  by  his  advice  put  their  complaint  into  a  written  Ibrm,  got 
it  signed  by  three  or  four  students  whose  essays  had  not  been  criticised  at 
all,  had  it  laid  before  the  senators,  and  their  Professor  summoned  to  meet  it — 
all  within  six  or  seven  days  of  the  criticism.  The  complaint  assmned  a  most 
serious  aspect,  inasmuch  as  it  alleged  that  the  Professor  had  "  misunderstood 
and  misstated  their  views ;"  that  they  had  all  "  directly  or  by  implication  been 
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charged  by  the  Professor  with  holding  opinions  from  wliicli  he  could  deduce 
heretical  conclusions;"  and  that  "  ofifensive  motives  had  been  imputed"  to 
them.  But  the  issue  of  an  investigation  by  the  Senatus  into  these  and  other 
grounds  of  offence,  carried  on  in  presence  of  the  class,  was,  that  the  "students 
withdrew  the  complaint,  and  expressed  regret  for  having  presented  it."  This 
was,  of  course,  a  complete  vindication  of  the  Professor  from  charges  which, 
if  otherwise  disposed  of,  were  fitted — and  it  may,  therefore,  be  said,  were 
intended — to  make  him  out  one  of  the  most  ungenerous  and  incompetent  of  I 
men.  j 

It  might  have  been  supposed  that  such  a  conclusion  would  have  exercised 
a  salutary  influence  on  the  disaffected  portion  of  the  class,  especially  in  the 
way  of  leading  them  to  a  respectful  attention  to  the  prelections  of  their 
teacher,  and  to  a  sacred  watchfulness  over  their  own  sentiments  and  language 
in  the  business  of  the  class-room.    For  awhile  the  work  went  on  without  any  i 
occurrence  calling  for  serious  notice.    But,  whether  they  were  irritated  by  j 
the  abortiveness  of  their  complaint,  or  conceived  themselves  more  ingenious 
and  philosophical  than  their  fellow-students,  or  fancied  that  they  were  wiser  j 
than  their  teacher,  four  of  them  Iiaaded  in  essays  towards  the  close  of  the  | 
session  on  "The  Scripture  Doctrine  of  Human  Depravity,"  containing  nume- 
rous and  elaborate  passages  which  the  Professor  felt  he  could  not  overlook, 
and  be  faithful  to  his  class,  to  the  doctrinal  standards  of  his  Church,  and  to  the  ' 
claims  of  the  Word  of  God.    As  if  he  knew  the  temper  of  their  authors,  as 
if  he  had  taken  a  careful  observation  of  the  line  on  which  they  were  run- 
ning, as  if  he  feared  that  an  improper  construction  might  be  put  upon  his  own 
comments,  and  as  if  he  was  anxious  to  bring  the  greatest  possible  amount  of 
moral  influence  to  bear  on  those  whom  he  thought  occupying  an  untenable 
and  perilous  position.  Professor  Gibson  submitted  their  papers  to  his  col- 
leagues.   They  expressed  their  deliberate  opinion  that  the  essayists  had  pro- 
ceeded on  a  misconception  of  the  meaning  of  the  Westminster  Confession ; 
that  they  had  employed  respecting  that  Confession  terms  both  "  undeserved 
and  unwarrantable ;"  and  that  two  of  them  had  employed  a  principle  of 
interpretation  to  proof-texts,  of  which  they  thought  "  erroneous  in  itself,  and 
erroneously  used  "  in  the  instances  to  which  they  referred.    Again,  it  might 
have  been  expected  that  correction  would  have  its  proper  effect,  and  that  the 
way  of  truth  and  peace  would  be  readily  followed.    But,  no.    One  interview 
after  another  was  held  in  vain.    Rumour  with  its  hundred  tongues  took  up 
the  theme.    Select  circles  in  Glasgow  and  the  West  of  Scotland  were  busied 
with  it.    And  in  the  summer  of  1858,  the  College  Committee  of  the  Free 
Church  took  it  up  in  the  shape  of  unpleasant  misunderstandings  between 
Professor  Gibson  and  some  of  the  students  attending  his  class;  held  sundry 
meetings  of  a  grave  and  mysterious  character  in  connection  with  it;  ripened 
it  for  the  Commission  and  the  General  Assembly,  where  it  was  finally  disposed 
of  in  May  last,  as  one  of  the  most  momentous  matters  with  which  that  body 
had  to  deal. 

Now,  as  to  this  entire  case,  we  venture  to  luake  the  following  remarks: — 
1.  It  should  not  have  arisen  at  all.  If  the  students  had  acted  as  students 
during  their  university  course  are  in  the  habit  of  acting  when  their  papers 
are  sharply  handled  and  their  views  come  into  collision  with  the  chair,  we 
are  even  inclined  to  think,  if  they  had  not  some  pressure  from  without,  they 
would  not  have  been  so  hasty  in  their  application  to  the  Principal  for  inquiry 
into  charges  against  their  Professor's  treatment  of  them.  IMoreover,  we  cannot 
refrain  from  affirming,  tdthough  it  iTiay  be  said  that  it  is  easy  to  judge  after 
the  event,  that  if  the  original  complainants  had  been  exhorted  to  confer  with 
their  Professor,  and  to  submit  in  an  orderly  way  to  the  teaching  and  dis- 
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cipline  of  his  class,  and  if  the  members  of  the  College  Committee  had  exercised 
a  little  more  patience  and  firmness  with  the  statements  that  reached  them,  it 
is  more  than  likely  it  would  never  have  been  heard  of  far  beyond  the  precincts 
of  the  college.  And  when  we  think  on  the  singularly  unsatisfactory  course 
through  which  it  was  dragged;  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  "  no  case 
had  been  made  out  requiring  them  to  institute  formal  or  judicial  proceedings ;" 
and  on  the  decision  of  the  Assembly,  that  "  it  was  not  for  edification,  and  un- 
necessary to  take  further  action  in  the  matter,"  it  seems  clear  that  there  must 
be  a  very  general  conviction  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  elements 
out  of  which  it  spruug  had  been  left  to  work  alone  in  their  proper  sphere. 

2.  We  have  a  deep  and  thorough  conviction  that,  from  the  beginning  to 
the  close  of  the  whole  business,  Professor  Gibson  was  subjected  to  unbrotherly, 
vexatious,  and  harassing  treatment.  To  be  summoned  to  a  meeting 
of  Senatus  on  a  charge  preferred  by  his  own  students  without  a 
moment's  notice  ;  to  have  a  committee  with  undefined  powers  stepping 
in  between  him  and  students  whom  he  had  occasion  to  correct, 
without  a  single  hint  of  their  intention;  to  witness  the  proceedings  of 
that  committee  carried  ou  by  more  than  one  of  its  members  in  a  way  which 
seemed  to  indicate  a  ruling  desire  to  convict  him  of  severity,  rather  than  to 
ascertain  the  truth ;  to  have  them  denying  him  access  to  documents  to  which 
he  was  fairly  entitled;  to  find  them  coming  to  judgment  on  a  doctrinal  ques- 
tion that  involved  his  character  and  position  in  his  absence;  to  hear  them 
publish  their  decision  in  Commission  at  a  time  when  he  could  not  be  expected 
to  meet  it  ;  and  to  have  the  interval  between  that  and  the  Assembly  filled  up 
with  Presbyterial  altercations  of  the  most  humiliating  description,  was  to  be 
subjected  to  a  series  of  annoyances  and  persecutions  against  which  every  tender 
and  upright  soul  must  rebel.  Many  men  of  less  gentle  mould  and  of  stronger 
will  would  have  sunk  beneath  them,  or  recoiled  from  a  post  against  which 
they  were  directed.  And  it  will  be  well  if  they  pass  away,  and  leave  nothing 
more  hurtful  than  the  bitter  griefs  and  the  weary  toils  which  they  have 
already  evidently  cost  him. 

3.  The  issue  of  the  whole  matter — first,  in  the  minute  of  the  Committee, 
and  secondly,  in  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly — affords  a  complete  justifica- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  Professor  Gibson  in  the  things  complained  of.  These 
were  chiefly  three.  One  was,  that  liis  criticism  was  a  lash  ;  that  he  was 
severe  and  intolerable  both  in  the  matter  and  manner  of  his  comments.  That 
was  dissipated  by  a  mass  of  testimony  establishing  the  very  opposite.  Another 
was,  that  he  had  led  some  of  the  students  to  a  misconception  of  the  meaning 
of  the  Confession  of  Faith  on  the  subject  of  Depravity.  That  also  fell  away 
before  the  power  of  testimony,  and  the  calumny  raised  upon  it  vanished  with 
it.  And  another  was,  that  he  had  not  rightly  understood,  and  had  put  a 
false  construction  on,  the  essays  which  he  reckoned  in  some  important 
respects  unsound  and  dangerous.  Tliat  also  disappeared  before  the  iact, 
that  the  misinterpretation  has  never  yet  been  pointed  out ;  that  his  colleagues, 
and  even  the  committee,  went  along  with  him  so  far  in  opinion  respecting 
the  essays;  and  that  the  Assembly  felt  that  it  was  not  needful  to  proceed 
further  than  he  and  they  had  done.  Whether  the  Supreme  Court  could 
have  wisely  gone  further,  or  whether  the  Committee,  with  their  knowledge 
of  the  students'  sentiments  at  the  time  their  Keport  was  drawn  up,  could 
have  gone  further,  is  fair  matter  of  opinion ;  but  we  are  persuaded  that  the 
entire  progress  and  ultimate  issue  of  the  business  have  placed  it  beyond  a 
doubt  that  Professor  Gibson  stands  perfectly  free  from  everything  that  can  be 
fairly  spoken  of  as  oppressing,  misleading,  or  misrepresenting  the  members 
of  his  class ;  and  that  he  is  towards  them  the  same  generous,  candid,  and 
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upright  man  which  a  now  somewhat  lengthened  public  life  has  always 
proved  him. 

4.  The  cause  of  academic  order  and  discipline  has  been  rescued  from 
peril.  In  the  Scottish  colleges  mental  culture  and  the  interests  of  learning 
have  been  greatly  promoted  by  professional  inspection  and  criticism  of 
students'  essays.  The  manner  in  which  these  duties  of  the  chair  have  been 
discharged  has  been  remarkable  for  its  fairness  and  generosity.  With  these 
facts  in  view,  it  would  be  difficult  to  suggest  anything  more  likely  to  rob  the 
class-room  of  one  of  its  greatest  charms,  to  deny  to  its  occupants  one  of  their 
most  healthful  intellectual  exercises,  and  to  cut  off  one  of  the  most  powerful 
means  of  communicating  that  tone  of  respectful  thought  and  subdued  feeling 
which  is  so  important  to  young  men,  than  to  fetter  professors  in  such  a 
work.  It  is  as  essential  that  a  theological  professor  be  free  in  this  respect  as 
any  other.  If  his  hands  are  to  be  tied;  if  he  is  to  substitute  private  for  what 
he  thinks  ought  to  be  public  criticism;  if  he  is  to  be  deterred  from  noticing 
the  literary  merits,  the  philosophical  principles,  or  the  doctrinal  statements 
of  the  productions  for  which  he  calls,  by  the  fear  of  rumours  out  of  doors,  or 
hasty  complaints  to  a  Principal,  or  the  capricious  intervention  of  a  committee, 
or  the  officious  questionings  of  men  who  do  not  like  him,  he  is  put  in  a  posi- 
tion which  few  men  who  seek  to  stimulate  and  guide  the  ardour  of  inquiring 
minds,  and  to  advance  the  interests  of  sacred  learning,  with  a  view  to  the 
rising  Christian  ministry,  would  care  to  fill.  Yet  this  is  the  result  to  which 
many  of  the  proceedings  in  this  case  tended,  and  to  which  some  of  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Committee  directly  pointed.  But  inasmuch  as  the  Assembly 
has  not  seen  fit  to  adopt  them,  it  has  been  averted,  and  Professor  Gibson  is 
left  at  perfect  liberty  to  prosecute  his  work  as  heretofore.  With  such  a 
conclusion,  after  such  a  process,  it  is  not  likely  that  he  will  be  disturbed  in 
the  same  way  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

5.  Important  service  has  been  rendered  to  the  cause  of  divine  truth. 
Whatever  be  the  impression  under  which  a  few  of  the  students  wrote,  what- 
ever be  the  misconception  of  the  orthodox  faith  on  which  they  proceeded  in 
their  treatment  of  the  subjects  assigned  them,  whatever  be  the  explanations 
of  which  many  of  their  statements  admit,  and  whatever  be  the  theories  framed 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  they  are  harmless,  one  thing  stands  out  with 
prominence, — that  no  one,  not  even  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  before  us,  has 
come  forward  to  justify  the  passages  which  the  Professor  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  censure.  It  may,  therefore,  be  concluded,  with  the  consent  of  the  whole 
Free  Church,  and  of  other  religious  communities  looking  on,  that  Professor 
Gibson  did  simply  what  he  was  bound  to  do:  refusing  to  pass  them  over  in 
silence  and  with  consent.  If  he  had  not  done  this,  their  authors  might  not 
have  been  led  to  acknowledge  that  they  held  views  different  from  what  they 
had  written.  If  he  had  not  done  it,  and,  through  evil  report  and  good  report, 
vindicated  the  completeness  of  his  reasons  for  doing  it,  and  shut  up  the 
Assembly  to  a  decision  which  virtually  proclaimed  that  all  had  been  done 
which  it  was  necessary  in  the  circumstances  to  do  for  the  correction  of  error, 
other  Churches  might  have  been  left  to  infer  that  the  Free  Church  of  Scot- 
land was  indifferent  to  moi-e  than  one  of  the  great  doctrines  of  the  Word  of 
God.  But  as  no  such  influence  can  be  fairly  drawn, — as  the  evil  has  been 
nipped  in  the  bud, — as  what  might  have  become  the  seed-plot  of  a  future 
harvest  of  ills  has  not  been  allowed  to  form, — as  many  powerful  voices  have 
been  lifted  in  defence  of  the  old  paths  in  which  the  Church  of  Christ  has  been 
accustomed  to  walk,  there  are  ample  grounds  for  concluding  that,  in  spite  of 
many  things  which  must  ever  be  deplored  in  the  history  of  this  affair,  it  has 
not  been  without  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  side  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 
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And,  since  that  truth  is  the  richest  heritage  which  any  church  can  possess, 
all  its  friends  must  rejoice  in  every  process,  however  painful  otherwise,  which 
issues  in  its  clear  and  simple  manifestation. 

We  have  left  ourselves  little  room  for  observations  on  Mr.  Macgregor's 
pamphlet.  Indeed,  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  much;  and,  but  for  the  pre- 
tentious character  it  assumes,  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  say  anything  at 
all  respecting  it. 

It  opens  with  a  series  of  high-sounding  egotistical  sentences  intended  to 
proclaim  the  singular  impartiality  of  the  writer.  And  yet  at  almost  every 
step  the  reader  encounters  the  grossest  forms  of  special  pleading,  and  feels  as 
if  the  author  was  pained  that  he  could  find  so  little  to  support  his  case.  It 
goes  forward  to  what  may  be  reckoned,  in  such  a  production,  the  very  super- 
fluous enunciation  of  some  of  the  commonest  rules  for  the  interpretation  of 
a  written  document.  And,  if  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine,  he 
will  find  that  the  writer's  own  example  is  anything  but  an  observance  of  his 
precept.  It  deals  largelj'  in  assertions  regarding  the  College  business,  and  in 
references  to  Professor  Gibson's  publications  in  connection  with  it.  But  if  a 
reader  will  be  at  the  pains  to  test  the  former,  and  to  verify  the  latter,  he  will 
be,  as  we  have  been,  both  astonished  and  grieved  at  the  amount  of  inaccurate 
and  fallacious  matter  it  contains. 

But  the  chief  peculiarity  of  this  pamphlet  is,  that  it  lays  down  what  the 
author  repeatedly  calls  the  students'  propositions,  and  is  mainly  occupied 
with  a  by  no  means  novel  proof  of  the  same,  and  with  a  concurrent  attempt 
to  hold  up  Professor  Gibson  as  its  gainsayer.  In  other  words,  it  propounds 
and  endeavours  to  establish  a  theory  whose  evident  object  is  to  exculpate  the 
students  charged  with  luisound  and  dangerous  opinions,  and  to  inculpate 
Professor  Gibson  as  holding  and  teaching  views  of  the  constitution  of  men 
which  render  a  natural  tlieology  impossible. 

It  affirms  that  the  main  proposition  which  the  few  students  in  question 
had  before  their  minds,  and  which  they  were  set  on  establishing  and  illus- 
trating in  the  papers  which  their  Professor  criticised,  was  this:  "  That 
fallen  and  depraved  man,  without  revelation,  can  attain  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  being  and  attributes  of  God,  including  that  of  his  unity."  As  Mr. 
Macgregor  hangs  so  much  upon  this,  he  might  have  condescended  on  some 
proof  of  it.  But  he  advances  not  a  particle.  And  in  a  grave  question 
affecting  so  many  vital  interests,  this  is  inexcusable.  In  the  absence  of  this, 
thoughtful  and  candid  men  will  pay  very  little  regard  to  the  superstrucUire 
he  rears. 

But  even  if  it  were  granted  that  the  object  of  the  essayists  was  as  he 
represents  it,  he  is  bound  to  show  that  the  piissages  to  which  exception  was 
taken  were  really  correct.  Instead  of  that,  he  speaks  of  them  as  mere 
trifles  in  comparison  with  the  great  point  to  which  he  says  they  related ; 
and,  in  a  sort  of  half-jesting  half-sneering  way,  dismisses  them  as  mere 
"excrescences,"  "crudities,"  "vagaries,"  "moonshine,"  and  such-like.  Since 
this  is  all  the  length  he  goes,  he  is  not  entitled,  either  on  the  grounds  of 
sound  reason,  or  common  sense,  or  religious  principle,  to  write  as  he  does  of 
those  who  hold  them  to  be  something  else. 

And,  lastly,  if  his  whole  argument  is  to  be  of  any  avail  against  Professor 
Gibson,  it  must  show  that  Professor  Gibson  denies  the  proposition  he  lays 
down.  He  is  sorely  put  to  it  here.  He  would  fain  convict  the  Professor  of 
believing,  and  of  trying  to  get  others  to  believe,  that  man  can  learn  nothing 
at  all  of  the  existence  or  perfections  of  God  but  from  the  Bible,  and  make 
out  that  he  is  in  reahty  not  faithful  to  the  confession  which  he  has  subscribed 
and  engaged  to  teach.    But  it  is  all  in  vain.    Neither  from  the  treatises  the 
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Professor  has  written,  nor  from  His  lectures,  or  speeches,  or  pamphlets,  does 
he  adduce  a  single  sentence  in  support  of  it.  And  he  is  forced  to  wind  it  all 
up  at  last  with  a  series  of  questions  which  are  not  more  manifestly  a  con- 
fession of  the  utter  weakness  of  his  case,  than  a  specimen  of  presumptuous- 
ness  stronger  than  is  meet. 

In  one  word :  we  have  seldom  seen  a  piece  of  controversial  writing  of  the 
same  extent  to  which  so  many  exceptions  may  be  taken.  In  its  logical 
construction  it  is  a  glaring  instance  of  ic/noratio  elenclii :  in  the  body  of  its 
composition  it  abounds  with  the  fallacy  of  references;  in  its  tone  and  spirit 
it  wants  the  gravity  befitting  the  matters  with  which  it  deals,  and  savours  too 
much  of  the  arrogance  of  one  who  seemed  to  think  that  the  credit  of  the 
Free  Church  Assembly  for  tlieological  learning  was  gone,  if  he  did  not  reply 
to  what  had  been  advanced  in  this  College  case.  And  therefore  we  do  not 
anticipate  that  it  will  do  much  to  vindicate  natural  theology  in  quarters 
where  it  needs  vindication,  or  that  it  will  do  anything  to  weaken  the  moral 
strength  of  that  position  in  which  Professor  Gibson  is  now  perhaps  more 
firmly  established  than  ever. 


SINGING  POE  SCHOOLS  AND  CONGEEGATIONS.— No.  III. 

That  the  singing  in  our  Presbyterian  congregations  is  dismal  has  already 
been  proclaimed  far  and  wide,  in  Scotland  as  well  as  in  England.  It  has 
been  said  that  a  stranger  drawing  near  to  our  house  of  prayer,  "  hears  the 
opening  psalm,  and  imagines  it  is  the  Dead  March  in  Saul,  or  some  funeral 
dirge,  till  he  makes  out  the  words;"  and  then  he  s<ays,  "  If  this  be  their  joy, 
their  cheerful  voice — their  sorrow  must  be  awfiil."  It  is  not,  however, 
the  natural  character  of  the  music  itself  that  is  appalling — it  is  the  mode  of 
performing  it.  The  proper  tune  for  the  100th  Psalm  is  not  a  mournful  tune  ; 
it  is  a  joyful  tune;  but  it  is  sung  generally  at  such  a  funereal  pace,  that  it 
might  well  be  taken  for  a  dirge.  Moreover,  the  air  or  tune  being  for  the 
most  part  vociferously  sung  by  untutored  male  voices,  it  is  degraded  from  a 
sweet  song  of  Zion  to  a  distressed  operative's  lament. 

We  must  really  do  something  to  wipe  off  this  reproach.  The  minister  and 
the  people  must  put  their  hands  to  the  work.  We,  the  people,  are  swift 
enough  to  criticise  the  minister's  performance  in  the  pulpit,  and  too  often 
forget  that  our  own  share  of  the  performance  is  full  of  blemishes, — no  better 
than  the  sacrifice  of  that  which  is  "  blind  and  maimed  and  lame."  And  let 
it  be  remembered  that  what  we  want  is  not  loud  singing;  we  want  sweet 
and  true  singing.  It  is  not  enough  that  a  dozen  or  twenty  men  and  women 
volunteer  into  the  singing-pew  for  the  two  or  three  meetings  on  Sabbath. 
We  want  every  person  with  a  singing  voice  trained  to  take  his  or  her  part 
either  in  the  singing-pew  or  elsewhere.  We  want  the  singing  of  the  church 
to  be  independent  of  hired  or  volunteer  hands,  and  to  have  it  performed 
b}'  the  congregation.  It  is  no  more  possible  to  have  it  done  as  it  should  be, 
without  training,  than  it  is  to  make  a  good  reader,  or  a  good  minister,  or  a 
good  workman  of  any  kind  without  it. 

Domestic  training  should  be  carried  on.  Let  all  the  family,  mistress  and 
servants,  old  and  young,  have  set  times  for  singing  lessons.  It  is  not  every 
person  who  can  afford  to  provide  good  musical  instruments.  But  God  has 
given,  in  most  households,  natural  instruments  of  great  delicacy,  of  wonder- 
ful variety,  and  capable  of  astonishing  effects.    It  would  be  doing  no  more 
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than  we  are  bound  to  do  for  God  were  we  to  bestow  some  pains  upon  the 
improvement  of  our  domestics  in  this  respect  as  well  as  in  others.  It  is  not 
meant  that  we  are  to  take  Betty  into  the  drawing-room  and  give  her  a  lesson 
on  the  piano.  We  are  only  speaking  about  singing.  Perhaps  God  did  not 
intend  that  Betty  should  be  an  accomplished  pianist;  at  any  rate  he  has  not 
given  her  such  an  instrument;  but  he  has  given  her  a  voice,  a  very  sweet 
one,  it  may  be  the  best  in  the  house,  and  be  has  intended  that  it  should  be 
used  for  his  glory.  "Why  should  you  not  help  her  to  carry  out  his  intention  ? 
If  our  servants  were  so  aided  we  should  do  much  to  improve  the  public 
singing  of  praise.  W^e  should  rescue  it  from  the  many  vulgarities,  the 
absurd  attempt  at  ornament,  in  which  the  uneducated  are  so  apt  to  indulge. 
Contrive,  then,  that  when  the  cliildren  assemble,  and  the  family  practice 
takes  place,  Betty  and  Jane,  as  well  as  the  governess,  may  be  there  and  get 
their  fifteen  minutes'  practice.  There  ought  to  be  no  more  difficulty  about 
this  than  there  is  about  getting  them  to  take  part  in  our  family  prayers. 
Where  there  is  household  singing  there  is  one  of  the  elements,  and  not  a 
small  one,  of  a  happy  home.  Then  look  a  little  further  a-head.  Ten 
years  afterwards  Betty  is  a  wife  and  a  mother.  She  has  not  forgot  her 
singing  lessons.  She  has  persuaded  Harry  to  buy  a  Modulator,  and  she  has 
taught  him  and  little  Jack  and  Lizzy  to  take  their  parts  in  many  a  song. 
If  you  are  passing  the  door,  you  will  be  delighted  to  hear  how  you  have 
contributed  to  make  one  home  a  happy  one,  among  the  many  miserable 
ones;  how  the  father  has  got  a  taste  for  home  enjoyments,  rather  than  for 
the  beer-shop.  You  need  not  fear  to  enter  that  house  and  find  Betty  with  a 
blackened  eye.  You  will  meet  with  a  beaming  welcome.  Will  you  not 
have  your  reward  ? 

This  is  enthusiasm,  some  one  will  say.  Well,  of  course  it  is.  We  mean 
to  be  enthusiastic,  and  we  want  people  to  be  so  as  well  as  ourselves.  We 
don't  expect  much  from  those  who  have  no  enthusiasm  in  their  tempeca- 
ment.  If  Mr.  Curwen  had  not  been  an  enthusiast,  the  probability  is  that 
popular  vocal  music  would  not  have  made  the  progress  which  it  has  made 
during  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  Enthusiasm  defended  and  relieved 
Lucknow,  cut  the  way  to  the  north-west  passage,  solved  the  mj'stery  that 
hung  over  the  fate  of  our  lost  navigators,  and  has  helped  more  or  less  to 
every  achievement  in  science  and  in  social  progress.  You  who  have  no 
enthusiasm  must  be  left  behind;  we  must  go  on  without  you. 

How  must  we  go  on  ?  Let  a  class  ibr  instruction,  on  the  Tonic  Sol-fa 
system,  be  formed  in  each  congregation.  Let  the  minister  and  his  wife  and 
daughters  attend  and  encourage  it.  And  don't  let  Haman  Asaph,  Esquire,' 
the  elder,  with  his  daughters  and  sons,  be  ashamed  and  keep  aloof.  Let  the 
sons  be  trained  up  to  become  Chenauiahs  in  the  church.  What  if  the 
daughters  can  play  skilfully  on  the  harp,  and  are  accomplished  singers  in 
the  drawing-room  ?  Their  dignity  won't  be  compromised  by  dedicating 
their  talent  to  the  service  of  the  King  of  Heaven.  In  the  celestial  concert 
the  song  will  have  to  ring  out  such  words  as  those  of  the  98th  Psalm.  The 
piano  and  the  cavatina  will  be  of  little  account  then.  We  urge  this  strongly, 
for  our  church  music  will  never  be  what  it  should  be  until  the  most  digni- 
fied amongst  us  take  their  proper  place  and  part.  What  is  it  to  keep  back 
from  this  duty  ?    Is  it  not  to  be  a  little  ashamed  of  Christ  ? 

Every  intelligent  precentor  should  qualify  himself  for  conducting  a  class 
on  this  system.  In  most  of  our  large  towns  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
this,  as  there  are  already  many  classes  in  operation.  If  the  precentor  merely 
possesses  a  good  voice,  and  lacks  the  tact,  or  talent,  or  disposition  for  teach- 
ing, let  a  competent  teacher  be  engaged  for  three  or  four  months  in  each 


8 


SINGING  FOR  SCHOOLS  AND  CONGREGATIONS. 


year—  for  the  "  congregational  singing  season."  The  remuneration  would 
not  be  ruinous.  In  some  cases  it  might  be  practicable  and  expedient  for 
two  neighbouring  congregations  to  join.  This  would  lighten  the  expense  i 
and  secure  greater  improvement.  It  would  also  insure  a  uniformity  of  style 
and  harmonies,  very  essential  matters  between  congregations  whose  members 
may  not  unfrequently  mingle  together  in  worship. 

The  singing  class  would  greatly  benefit  many  persons  who  probably  ! 
think  themselves  past  any  such  teaching;  we  mean  the  men  and  women,  or 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  who  are  beginning  to  get,  or  who  are  already,  grey- 
headed. As  we  advance  in  life  our  voices  lose  their  compass  upioards.  But 
there  is  a  compensation:  we  generally  gain  as  much  downwards.  For  every 
high  note  that  we  lose  we  gain  one  in  the  lower  register  of  the  voice.  There 

is  Mrs.  ;  formerly  she  could  sing  any  tune  and  take  the  highest  notes 

of  it  clearly  and  easily;  now,  when  she  attempts  the  same  thing,  she  is  dis- 
tressed to  find  that  her  voice  is  (in  the  higher  notes)  tremulous,  cracky, 
false.    If  the  precentor  leads  ofi'  a  tune  that  has  many  high  notes  in  it,  she  is  i 
punished;  she  feels  her  infirmity,  and  perhaps  is  compelled,  very  unwillingly,  | 

to  sit  mute.    And  the  same  may  be  said  of  Mr.  .     Some  there  are 

who  either  don't  perceive,  or  don't  care  for,  the  infirmity ;  and  who  sing  as 
lustily,  straining  and  forcing  their  voices  to  take  impossible  notes,  singing 
them  shockingly  out  of  tune,  and  thus  making  our  music  excruciatingly 
discordant. 

Now,  by  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  these  voices  they  have  not 
become  disqualified  from  singing  entirely.  They  have  become  disqualified 
for  singing  the  parts  which  formerly  they  took  with  ease  and  propriety,  but 
have  gained  the  power  of  taking  with  effect  the  parts  which,  twenty  years 
previousl)',  they  perhaps  could  not  do; — the  women  for  taking  a  second 
treble,  and  the  men  for  taking  the  bass.  A  little  training  would  soon  put 
them  in  the  way  of  doing  this,  and  then  they  would  sing  with  pleasure  to 
themselves  and  contribute  greatly  to  the  good  effect  of  the  whole.  None  of 
the  harmonies  are  more  pleasing  than  a  well-adapted  second  treble.  If  we 
had  more  of  this  in  our  singing  we  should  be  surprised  at  the  sweetness  of 
the  effect.  Sucli  a  tune  as  French  is  very  bald  without  the  harmonies ;  yet 
we  seldom  hear  the  second  treble  part,  or  the  alto,  which  may  generally  be 
sung  by  second  trebles.  Let  the  elderly  people  then  join  the  class.  It  is 
contrary  to  nature  that  they  should  still  persist  in  singing  the  parts  which 
they  did  when  young.  For  the  most  part  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  do 
this  in  tune.  And  let  them  remember,  that  every  effort  to  force  the  voice 
above  its  natural  pitch  is  injurious  to  the  vocal  cords. 

Some  of  our  favourite  tunes  are  very  trying.  Such  as  Martyrdom  and 
Eastgate  should  not  be  attempted  unless  there  is  a  sufficient  force  of  good 
trebles.  It  is  in  such  tunes  as  these  that  the  old  voices  are  put  beyond  their 
strength,  and  necessarily  fiiil. 

A  word  or  two  as  to  the  manner.  In  many  cases  the  singing  is  confused 
and  vulgarised  by  putting  in  embellishments,  such  as  trills,  appoggiaturas, 
anticipations,  glides,  &c.  All  such  things  are  to  be  discarded,  uprooted, 
abominated.  Let  there  be  nothing  but  the  notes  as  written — pure  and 
simple — each  in  its  own  just  time.  Some  people  fancy  that  the  more  you 
have  of  these  things  the  finer  the  singing  is.  They  are  mistaken.  It  is  only 
the  more  vulgar.  And  let  the  last  note  of  each  verse  be  held  its  fidl  time. 
We  have  seen  some  people — advocates  too  of  standing  to  sing — shutting  up 
their  books  and  sitting  down  just  when  the  last  note  was  beginning;  nay, 
perhaps  in  the  middle  erf  the  last  line.  In  this  way  it  is  that  our  singing 
often  makes  a  shabby  finish.    The  people  should  stand,  if  they  stand  at  all, 
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until  the  last  note  is  fully  sung,  in  the  same  manner  as  we  expect  the 
minister  to  stand  until  his  prayer  or  his  sermou  is  done. 

The  faults  we  have  mentioned  cannot  be  weeded  out  except  by  training 
in  a  singing  class ;  because  the  unlearned  do  not  know  which  are  the  proper 
r  notes  of  a  tune  and  which  are  the  spurious.  They  have  been  so  accustomed 
to  hear  the  tune  with  "  embellishments  "  that  they  cannot  divest  themselves 
of  the  idea  that  the  supplemental  notes  are  essential  and  necessary  parts  of 
it.  Our  singing  will  never  be  creditable  until  we  have  got  entirely  rid  of 
this  habit. 

We  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  have  not  only  better 
psalmody,  but  more  of  it.  We  wonder  why  it  is  that  we  cannot  sing  the 
whole  of  such  psalms  as  the  61st,  63rd,  95th,  98th,  146th,  and  others  ? 
Why  is  it  that  we  only  get  a  shred,  a  fragment,  of  these  very  beautiful 
psalms  to  sing  ?  It  is  because  our  tunes  are  not  suitable,  even  if  we  had 
good  singing.  They  take  up  too  much  time.  How  is  this  to  be  remedied  ? 
By  introducing  the  double  chant.  Oh^!  shade  of  Jenny  Geddes,  keep  quiet 
in  thy  resting  place.  There  is  no  mass  in  a  chant.  If  you  think  there  is  a 
"confused  babbling  of  voices,"  it  is  because  of  the  grotesque  attempts  to 
sing  ^ro^e  psalms  to  rhythmical  music.  Certainly  that  is  not  an  easy  affair. 
One  verse  of  a  prose  psalm  may  have  only  thirteen  words  in  it,  and  the 
II  xt  may  have  thirty-one,  yet  each  must  be  distributed  over  the  same  num- 
litr  of  notes;  and  with  the  thirty-one  words,  truly,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
babbling — very  puzzling  to  the  uninitiated.  But  it  is  a  very  different  thing 
with  our  meti'ical  psalms.    Tlie  short  metres  fit  into  a  double  chant  as  easily 

j  as  into  a  common  tune;  and  the  common  metres  require  very  little  practice. 

I  Nothing  can  be  more  touching  than  to  hear  the  voices  of  one  or  two  hun- 
dred children  in  the  Sabbath  or  day-school  singing  the  23rd  Psalm  to  such 
a  chant  as  Lartgdon.  It  puts  in  the  shade  entirely  all  the  namby-pamby 
blase  hymns  and  ballad  tunes  that  are  threatening  to  vulgarise  our  worship. 
The  occasional  use  of  a  double  chant  would  more  than  compensate  for  the 
want  of  variety  in  the  metres  of  our  psalms.  The  melodies  of  most  of  the 
chants  are  far  superior  to  those  of  our  psalm  tunes,  and  the  harmonies  are 
generally  simple  and  most  effective.  For  want  of  a  suitable  tune  that  grand 
psalm,  the  136th,  is  very  nearly  useless  to  us.  But  there  could  scarcely  be 
anything  finer  than  the  singing  of  it  to  tlie  Spanish  Chant  (Bird's  Collection, 
No.  75.    Noveilo's  Shilling  edition);  the  first  and  third  lines  (in  unison) 

I  loud,  and  the  second  and  fourth  soft. 

1      Many  persons  think  that  the  only  purpose  of  music  is  to  amuse.  But 
this  is  a  "  profane  and  unholy  language."    And  we  have  higher  authority 
for  this  than  the  philosopher  Plato.    The  Spirit  of  God  taught  David  to  say, 
"  My  heart  is  fixed,  O  God,  my  heart  is  fixed:  I  will  sing  and  give  praise. 
Awake  up  my  glory!  awake  psaltery  and  harp!"    Music  then  is  a  sacred, 
'  a  holy  art,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  we  should  strive  to  spread  a  know- 
i  ledge  of  it  among  the  people.    Mr.  Curwen  is  deserving  of  the  careful 
'  attention  of  all  parents,  teachers,  and  "  rulers  in  the  synagogues,"  when  he 
says  : — 

I  "  The  music  for  which  we  contend  is  linked  with  poetry,  and  employed  to  carry 
I  to  the  heart  some  cheerful  sentiment,  some  lofty  thought,  or  some  ennobling 
emotion.  The  importance,  to  education,  of  music  thus  understood,  cannot  be  well  j 
overrated.  It  occupies  ground  in  some  degree  peculiar  to  itself — ground  which  it 
is  very  important  to  occupy  rightly  in  these  times.  Some  advantages  it  brings  to  I 
physical,  and  many,  when  rightly  studied,  to  intellectual  education  ;  but  it  displays 
its  chief  power  on  the  field  of  aesthetics,  morals,  and  religion.  ...  In  moral 
education  it  joins  with  poetry  to  win  the  attention  of  youth    ...    to  truths  and 
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duties  too  often  not  otherwise  attractive.  By  the  same  means  it  delays  the  atten-| 
tion  on  these  truths,  and,  moreover,  secures  [for  them  the  irresistible  power  which! 
belongs  to  constant  reiteration.  It  possesses  also  that  mighty  sympathetic  influence,! 
which  the  simple  expression  of  feelings  carries  with  it  to  the  heart  of  the  child.  J 
whose  interest  has  been  gained.  We  beguile  him  to  utter  in  the  voice  of  a  pleasant! 
song,  the  language  of  some  good  emotion  or  noble  sentiment,  and  almost  insensibly  | 
he  is  won  to  join  in  the  feelings  he  finds  so  pleasant  to  express.  .  .  .  Nonel 
but  the  heartless  or  the  unwise  can  doubt  the  power  for  good  or  evil  which  poetry  f 
and  music  are  constantly  exerting  on  education,  or  fail  to  see  the  importance  of 
earnest  study  and  watchful  care  that  this  power  may  be  well  applied." 

The  judicious  practice  of  vocal  music  is  2)hijsically  important.    It  pro- 
motes a  healthy  action  of  the  lungs  and  of  the  muscles  of  the  chest,  and  thus,  j 
as  the  labouring  man's  hand  and  arm  become  strengthened,  the  vocal  and 
respiratory  organs  by  exercise  become  stronger,  and  better  able  to  resist  i 
disease ;  a  most  important  effect  in  a  country  like  this,  where  consumption  I 
lurks  for  its  prey.    Thus  it  is  ascertained,  by  statistics,  that  the  profession  j 
of  public  speaker  and  of  public  singer  are  more  favourable  to  lorig  life  than 
any  other.    It  would  be  well  if  medical  men  would  bear  this  in  view,  and  if  i 
parents  would  consider  the  daily  singing  lesson  as  essential  as  the  daily 
reading  lesson.    If  the  practice  of  music  was  begun  and  kept  up  in  the 
family  and  in  the  day-school,  the  singing  in  the  church  would  soon  become 
easy  and  the  praises  of  oitr  God  would  be  comely  and  pleasant. 

J.  W.  L. 
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SPEAK  THE  TRUTH. 

BY  THE   EEV.  WILLIAM  C.  BURNS. 

From  a  Hearer'' s  Notes. 

The  Tricked  men  estranged  are, 

Even  from  the  ver)'  womh ; 
They,  speaking  lies,  do  stray  as  soon 

As  to  the  world  they  cotne. 

Unto  a  serpent's  poison  like 

Their  poison  doth  appear ; 
Yea,  they  are  like  the  adder  deaf. 

That  closely  stops  her  ear. 

That  so  she  may  not  hear  the  voice 
Of  one  that  charm  her  would — 

No,  not  though  he  most  cunning  were, 
And  charm  most  wisely  could. 

Before  singing  this  psalm,  let  us  seek  to 
realise  that  it  contains  the  true  character  by 
nature  of  all  present.  We  go  astray  speak- 
ing lies :  we  remain  deceivers  and  deceived 
till  God  interpose  to  renew  and  change  us. 
Having  met  to  pray  for  the  work  of  the  Lord 
in  this  place,  it  is  high  time  we  were  getting 
at  the  truth,  as  regards  our  own  character. 
Some  benches  are  vacant  to-night  that  were 


crowded  for  many  nights.  Who  is  to  have 
the  mastery  in  this  city  ?  Whether  is  God's 
truth  or  the  devil's  lie  to  get  credit?  Who 
is  on  the  Lord's  side — who  ?  If  all  the  seats 
in  this  church  were  empty  that  should  be  so 
if  all  were  absent  but  those  who  love  God's 
truth,  and  who  have  no  motive  for  coming 
here  but  to  hear  his  truth,  our  ranks  would 
be  still  more  thinned.  Fellow-sinners,  are 
your  seats  in  Satan's  kingdom  emptying 
Has  he  a  smaller  part  in  you  than  he  once 
had?    See  to  it. 

It's  not  a  head  full  of  knowledge  that  will 
profit:  it's  a  sanctified  mind — a  subjected 
will,  a  will  subject  to  the  law  and  dispensations 
of  God.  The  only  question  asked  of  you  is, 
"  Are  you  a  servant  of  God  ?  "  The  end  of 
religion  is  just  to  make  a  man  yield  himself 
up  into  God's  hand.  Not  to  bring  you  con- 
stantly to  meetings,  to  look  solemn  and  sit 
with  a  long  face,  and  commend  preachers  ; 
nor  only,  nor  chiefly,  to  sing  psalms  and  be 
full  of  external  devotion.  It  is  neither  more 
nor  less  than  a  consecration  of  the  heart  and 
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all  its  powers  to  the  Lord — a  yielding  up  of  you,  though  they  be  doubly  damned,  Listen 
ourselves  into  his  hand  for  life.  It  is  to 
work  hard  and  to  be  a  faithful  servant. 
There  is  no  time  for  trifling  in  that  service ; 
you  must  put  your  hand  to  the  work,  declare 
yourselves  for  the  Lord,  and  on  his  side ; 
leave  it  no  longer  doubtful  whose  you  are. 
We  must  be  a  peculiar  people ;  we  ought 
not,  we  dare  not,  to  be  on  good  terms  with 
the  unregenerate,  with  the  crucifiers  of 
Christ ;  we  must  not  be  contented  with 
defending  our  own  position  :  we  must  act 
on  the  aggressive ;  and,  in  the  name  and 
strength  of  Jehovah,  engage  in  his  work  in 
this  place. 

You  who  are  ungodly  must  answer  the 
question  for  yourselves,  whether  you  are 
contentedly  to  sleep  on  or  not ;  whether  you 
are  to  sink  back  into  the  deep  slumber  of 
sin  ?  Make  no  excuses  or  delays.  Don't 
say  you'll  give  up  that  unlawful  part  of  your 
business  at  the  term,  or  at  some  future  time. 
Death  makes  a  term-day  for  souls,  and  judg- 
ment seals  perdition.  "  Ah  !  "  some  one  will 
say,  "you  are  all  bigots;  why  condemn  every 


to  no  voice  but  this,  "  I  am  the  Truth  and 
the  Life."  He  who  speaks  these  words  is 
one  who  speaketh  truth  and  keepeth  truth 
evermore.  It  is  the  work  of  the  infinitely 
wise  Jehovah  to  teach  you,  and  to  instruct 
sinners  in  the  ways  th-t  they  should  go ! 

"To  meek  and  poor  aCBicted  ones 
He'll  clearly  teach  his  way." 

Ministers  should  be  bright  and  shining 
stars,  but  they  should  be  like  the  star  that 
led  the  wise  men  to  Bethlehem,  where  the 
Babe  lay :  when  once  it  led  them  there,  we 
hear  no  more  of  the  star. 

While  seeking  to  sp-ak  to  a  man  the 
other  day  of  these  things,  he  used  the  com- 
mon expression,  "  This  is  a  bad  world  ! "  I 
thought  he  knew  little  of  the  evil  heart 
within.  It  is  indeed  a  bad  world,  and  there 
is  evil  all  around  us,  but  the  worst  enemy  is 
the  heart.  What  produces  all  the  evil 
around  us  but  the  streams  that  flow  from 
man's  corrupt  heart  joining  together  and 
forming,  as  it  were,  a  vast  dead  sea,  from 


one  around  you  ?     Is  no  one  to  be  saved  |  which  pollution  is  constantly  emanating. 


that  does  not  think  just  as  you  do?"  Is 
that  bigotry  ?  There  was  but  one  Noah  in 
the  ark.  There  was  but  one  Lot  in  the 
beautiful  and  \vell-watered  cities  of  the  plain 
— one  Rahab  in  Jericho.  If  you  are  not 
decided  on  this  point — if  you  remain  a 
waverer — you  will  never  do  the  world  any 


One  is  apt  to  suspect  people  when  one  hears 
them  complaining  and  saying  we  have  a  bad 
government  in  London ;  the  worst  govern- 
ment is  in  our  own  hearts — it's  here,  it's 
here,  within,  and  not  without  us.  Men 
would  fain  gloss  that  over  ;  they  don't  like 
to  be  told  what's  within  them,  though  they 


good,  and  you  will  do  yourself  eternal  injury,  will  speak  for  hours  of  the  evils  without  them. 
Some  say,  "We  do  not  want  to  be  too  singu-  |  Many  such  go  about  speaking  lies,  saying 
lar,  or  too  strict,  or  too  holy  ;  we  just  want  |  what  is  untrue,  while  they  shelter  themselves 
to  be  moral,  decent,  respectable,  neighbourly  under  their  profession  of  religion,  and  some 
people,  giving  nobody  trouble,  and  well  .  make  it  high  in  proportion  as  it  is  false.  I 
thought  of  in  the  world."  My  dear  friends,  have  known  many  such  who  have  in  the  end 
.God's  people  are  called  to  be  saints — glori-  ,  belied  it,  and  gone  back.  I  have  known 
ous  distinction  :  the  forerunner  of  an  eternal  theiTi  become  drunkards  ;  I  have  known 
weight  of  glory  !  True,  this  knife  cuts  deep;  them  turn  out  unclean  ;  and,  as  soon  as  the 
but  if  it  be  of  God's  own  making,  no  matter  sin  is  committed,  they  wipe  the  mouth,  and 


who  falls  under  it.  A  saint,  and  nothing 
less,  is  his  standard;  and,  if  there  be  not 
one  such  in  your  city,  that  only  proves  that 
there  are  none  of  God's  people  here  ;  it  does 
not  alter  the  truth  of  his  Word.  This  Word 


say,  "  It's  all  right."  Friends,  don't  draw  a 
veil  and  think  it  thick  enough  to  keep  out 
God's  eye.  We  do  not  speak  at  random ; 
we  are  not  making  out  a  highly  coloured 
case  merely  to  warn  others;  I  have  some 


of  his  must  stand,  fall  who  may ;  it's  not  such  in  my  eye  when  I  thus  speak — some 
what  this  minister  says,  or  what  that  Chris-  [  who  have  often  shed  tears  under  the  preach- 
tian  does  that  is  to  guide  you :  no,  it's  how  i  ing  of  the  Word,  and  made  a  profession  of 
READEST  THOU?  With  such  all  infallible  I  godliness  too— and  done  that  unblushingly 
guide  as  his  Word,  you  have  no  need  to  when  they  were  going  through  secret  gates 
follow  blind  ones  ;  such  guides  will  all  at  •  to  drop  into  hell,  if  the  grossest  sin  fits  a 
last  go  to  hell,  but  that,  alas!  will  not  excuse  '  man  for  hell. 
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Men  do  not,  alas !  realise  that  sin,  all  sin, 
when  it  is  finished,  bringeth  forth  death, 
just  as  certainly  as  it  is  committed.  True, 
it  ends  thus  against  our  will ;  but  this  is 
God's  order,  from  which  he  does  not  depart, 
that  it  should,  in  judgment  for  sin,  bring 
wrath  on  us  ;  and  truly  the  judgment  of 
many  a  professor  lingereth  not,  and  their 
damnation  slumbereth  not.  Do  not  put  oS 
these  remarks  as  having  no  bearing  on  your 
own  cases,  or  consider  to  whom  among  your 
acquaintance_s  you  could  most  justly  apply 
them.  Young  women,  what  have  you  been 
about  lately  ?  Young  men,  -where  were  you 
last  night?  Fathers  and  mothers,  what 
have  you  been  doing  ?  What  have  your 
secret  thoughts  and  actions  been  ?  Now  you 
are  quieting  your  thoughts,  and  saying, 
"  Well,  at  least  nobody  saw  me  !  "  Nobody 
saw  you  !  Friend,  God  saw  ;  Qod  detected 
you  ;  God  was  with  you  then  ;  he  heard 
your  words ;  he  saw  your  thoughts  ;  he  saw 
the  whole  of  it.  The  beginning  and  end  of 
the  sin  you  dare  not  confess  to  men,  and  he 
sees  it  now.  Don't  then  seek  to  hide  the 
truth  from  yourself.  Oh,  the  deceilfiihiess 
of  hearts  like  ours — the  depravity,  the  self- 
deception  that  lodges  in  us  ! 

And  now  let  me  trace  this  self-deception 
in  your  hearts.  Are  some  of  you,  who  may 
have  been  convinced  of  some  recent  act  of 
sin,  not  novr  saying  within  yourselves,  "Well, 
if  God  did  see  it,  it's  all  over  now  at  any 
rate,  and  everything  is  forgotten  again." 
Yes  !  and  you  think  that  God  has  forgotten 
because  you  have,  and  you'll  go  on  and 
make  all  square  and  satisfactory  again,  and 
get  your  crying  sins  all  nicely  covered  up 
and  buried  in  silence,  as  you  imagine  ;  and 
then  you  will  say  within  yourself,  that  now 
there  will  be  no  more  notice  taken  of  ^ur 
sins,  and  you  cry,  "  Peace,  peace  ;"  and  that 
too  just  when  ruin  is  at  the  door,  when 
judgment  is  at  your  heels,  and  when  wrath 
is  over  your  head,  while  your  foot  is  treading 
the  edge  of  the  precipice,  and  when  Tophet, 
which  is  ordained,  and  lighted  of  old,  isjust 
opening  to  receive  you  !  Believe  it,  the 
deceitfulness  of  your  heart  is  not  easily 
known.  Oh,  that  we  were  enabled  to  lead 
you  to  see  something  at  least  of  it ! 

I  would  ask  of  such  among  you  as  are 
servants,  how  many  sins  i/ou  have  peculiar 
to  yourselves  ?  You  make  a  profession  of 
religion,  and  yet  you  speak  lies ;  you  tell  fre- 


quent and  grievous  falsehoods  to  please  ina 
and  to  escape  man's  wrath.  You  prevarica 
many  a  time,  and  cover  any  disagreeab 
matter  that  occurs,  just  to  put  it  all  to  righi' 
again ;  and  it  comes  so  easily  to  you  thil 
you  will  even  do  it  when  there's  no  necessil 
for  it — even  to  shelter  yourself  You  li' 
to  your  master,  to  your  mistress,  to  you] 
fellow-servants.  Now,  isn't  that  the  case; 
Oh,  is  it  not  true  ?  You  are  trying  to  dra 
a  double  veil  over  your  sin  at  this  monien 
so  as  to  hide  it  from  the  voice  of  conscicnc 
and  of  the  Word,  and  make  these  hold  tliei 
peace.  That  will  not  hide  it  from  God 
And  you  too,  poor  little  children,  ah,  lio\ 
many  lies  do  you  tell?  Truly,  childrei 
soon  prove  what  an  evil  nature  they  have  got 
They  tell  lies  from  the  time  they  are  born 
There  is  one  truth  they  often  tell,  and  tha 
is,  when  they  say  to  each  other, "  You're  ; 
liar !  "  They  do  speak  the  truth  there 
They  know  their  own  hearts,  and  judge  o 
others  by  themselves  ;  they  do  not  say,  "  You 
lie,"  but,  "  You  are  a  liar." 

Were  I  called  on  to  take  a  test  that 
must  apply  to  all,  to  see  whether  they  were 
on  the  way  to  heaven  or  not,  I  think  I  would 
select  this  one,  "  Do  they  speak  the  truth  ?" 
I  believe  that,  were  this  test  broadly  and 
spiritually  applied,  not  one  but  a  regenerate 
person  would  be  able  to  stand  it — that  is,  no 
other  one  would  be  found  who  would  tell  the 
whole  truth,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places, 
come  what  might;  not  one  of  the  unre- 
generate  could  stand  the  test  universally 
applied.  Indeed,  some  people  tell  so  many 
lies  that  one  would  suppose  they  must  spend 
all  their  spare  time  in  forging  them.  Do 
you  set  a  high  value  on  the  truth  ?  My 
dear  friends,  answer  this  ;  for  I  believe  that 
there  is  nothing  that  goes  so  lar  with  God 
as  a  truly  upright,  sincere,  honest  heart — a 
straightforward  way  of  acting  and  thinking  ; 
and  I  believe,  too,  that  those  will  be  saved 
who  are  possessed  of  it,  who  may  have  very 
little  pretensions  to  devotion,  and  who  talk 
very  little  about  religion.  I  say  this,  because 
1  believe  that  such  uprightness  of  heart 
comes  alone  from  the  new  nature. 

I  once  knew  a  man  with  such  a  character  ; 
I  knew  him  well  ;  and,  while  admiring  the 
sincerity  of  his  heart  and  the  rectitude  of 
his  principles,  I  still  regretted  that  there  was 
not  more  devotion  and  reverence  in  bis  way 
and  speaking,  and  used  to  wish  that  the 
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roughness  and  bluntness  of  his  manner  were  j 
changed  to  seriousness.    Well,  when  he  was 
dying,  his  answer  to  some  questions,  as  to 
how  he  felt  in  prospect  of  the  awful  chanije, 
was  just  of  a  piece  with  his  life.    He  said  | 
"I  feel  now  as  if  I  were  standing  barefoot  I 
on  the  Rock  of  Ages."    Ah,  brethren  ! 
"  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  up- 
right, for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.''  j 
And  see  that  ye  have  an  upright  heart,  and  j 
a  truthful  tongue,  and  a  clear  conscience,  j 
without  which  all  the  semblance  of  devotion  i 
and  the  air  of  piety,  which  some  assume,  | 
will  but  cast  you  deeper  into  the  pit.     Not  j 
that  we  would  dare  to  take  the  Lord's  place, 
and  say  who  is  safe  and  who  is  not.    I  am 
not  your  judge.    I  might  say  that  I  hoped 
and  believed  you  had  faith  and  grace,  and 
were  one  of  his  chosen.    That  is  nothing,  i 
The  Lord  is  the  Judge,  and  none  else.  And,  ^ 
in  like  manner,  you  might  say  that  I  have 
faith  and  grace.    What  will  that  profit  me  ? 
The  Lord  is  J udge.    See  that  we  be  sincere, 
single-hearted. 

{To  he  concluded.) 


THE  IRISH  REVIVALS. 

Substance  of  an  Address  delivered  in.  the 
Preshyterian  Church,  Leeds. 

ET  TE.E  EEY.  N.  BEOWN. 

We  have  all  read  and  heard  much  of  the 
Revival  of  Religion  in  Ireland,  and  other 
places ;  but  so  conflicting  have  been  the 
accounts,  that  I  have  abstained  from  all 
pulpit  reference  to  the  subject,  until  I 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and 
judging  for  myself. 

That  opportunity  I  have,  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  enjoyed  ;  and  I  shall  now  give 
you  an  account  of  what  I  saw  and  beard 
during  my  recent  visit  to  Ireland. 

I  purpose  to  confine  my  remarks  princi- 
pally to  Ireland,  because  I  am  in  a  position 
to  speak  with  greater  confidence  of  the 
work  going  on  there.  It  is  the  land  of  my 
birtli ;  and  with  many  of  those  lately  con- 
vinced of  sin  and  converted  to  God  I  am 
personally  and  intimately  acquainted. 

Apart,  then,  from  all  the  excesses  and 
impostures  which  have  attended  the  move- 
ment, I  pronounce  it,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  judge,  to  be  indeed  a  work  of  God. 


No  person  acquainted  with  that  country  as 
I  am  can  for  a  moment  doubt  of  its  Divine 
original ;  a  great  moral  and  religious  change 
has  evidently  taken  place,  and  I  am  confi- 
dent, from  what  I  saw  and  heard,  that  no 
one  who  will  go  there  with  an  unprejudiced 
mind,  calmly  and  dispassionately  to  judge 
of  what  is  to  be  seen,  but  must  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  a  great  spiritual  agency  has 
been  and  is  at  work,  and  that  the  effects 
visible  are  such  as  never  could  have  been 
produced  by  the  power  of  man  or  Satan, 
and  which  can  only  be  referred  to  the 
quickening  and  transforming  influence  of 
God's  Holy  Spirit. 

In  calling  your  attention  to  this  subject, 
my  desire  is  to  present  the  case  just  as  it 
stands,  leaving  you  to  draw  your  own  con- 
clusions. May  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  direct 
us  and  lead  us  into  tdl  the  truth.  May  he 
enable  us  so  to  speak  and  so  to  hear,  that 
the  glory  of  God  may  be  promoted,  and 
our  ovm  souls  savingly  impressed. 

Let  me  first  direct  your  thoughts  to  the 
means  used  to  bring  about  this  gracious 
visitation.  God  always  works  by  means. 
True,  we  may  not  be  able  to  understand 
every  circumstance ;  but  that  is  no  reason 
why  God  should  not  work  according  to  his 
own  plan.  With  regard  to  these  revivals, 
be  it  observed  that  they  have  not  come 
gratuitously,  or  without  some  desire  and 
effort  on  the  part  of  God's  people.  All 
who  have  read  what  has  been  written  on 
the  subject  must  have  observed  the  connec- 
tion of  means  with  ends — the  means  single 
in  themselves,  but  powerful  in  their  opera- 
tion. 

Of  these  means  prayer  seems  to  have 
been  the  primary.  Prayer  is  the  channel 
through  which  God's  richest  blessings  are 
conveyed.  Although  God  knows  all  that 
concerns  his  people — although  he  knows  all 
the  wants  of  the  children  of  men — stiU  he 
will  have  them  to  ask,  if  they  expect  to  re- 
ceive, to  seek,  if  they  desire  to  find,  and  to 
knock,  if  they  thirst  after  the  treasures  of 
his  grace. 

"  For  these  things,"  says  God,  "  I  will  be 
inquired  at  of  the  house  of  Israel,  to  do  it 
for  them."  These  revivals  have  not  come 
unsolicited  or  unsought.  They  have  come 
according  to  God's  established  method  of 
bestowing  his  favours. 

The  prayers  of  his  people  have  been 
I  ascending;  his  throne  of  grace  has  been 
besieged.  These  prayers  have  prevailed  with 
God,  so  that,  in  confirmation  of  his  promise 
to  "  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask," 
he  has  poured  out  showers  of  his  grace. 
,  He  has  opened  the  windows  of  heaven,  and 
'  rained  down  blessings  upon  his  waiting 
people,  and  upon  others,  through  the  preva- 
lence of  their  prayers. 

I     It  was  80  in  America.    It  was  and  is  so 
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in  Scotland,  in  Wales,  in  Ireland,  and  in 
all  other  places  where  the  revival  work  has 
commenced  ;  and  I  trust  it  will  soon  be  so 
in  Leeds,  and  all  over  England.  In  tliis  way 
God  has  often  refreshed  his  people,  and 
through  the  prevalence  of  their  intercession 
he  has  been  found  of  many  who  sought  not 
after  liim,  and  been  gracious  to  some  who 
cared  not  for  him.  It  was  in  tliis  way  that 
the  Spirit  was  poured  out  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost.  The  people  were  waiting  for 
the  promise  of  the  Father.  They  were  all 
assembled  for  this  pm-pose,  with  one  accord, 
in  one  place,  when  God,  true  to  his  pro- 
mise, sent  down  his  Holy  Spirit,  filling  all 
the  place  where  they  were  sitting.  We 
cannot  read  the  account  furnished  us  by 
the  inspired  writers  without  seeing  in  mmj 
points  a  remarkable  similarity  and  coinci- 
dence with  what  God  is  doing  now  upon 
the  earth.  There  were  signs  and  appear- 
ances then  ;  they  are  to  be  seen  still ;  and 
why  should  we  be  surprised  at  them  ?  Are 
we  not  surrounded  by  mysteries  of  Provi- 
dence ?  We  care  not,  however,  for  these ; 
we  cannot  see  the  necessity  of  those  physical 
manifestations  wliich  accompany  the  work, 
although  on  natural  principles  wo  think 
they  might  be  accomited  for.  We  attach, 
however,  no  importance  to  them  :  a!l  they 
teach  us  is  that  God  sometimes  gives  dis- 
cernible tokens  of  his  presence  and  power, 
and  vvc  are  not  to  disbelieve  because  these 
may  appear.  We  regard  not  the  appear- 
ances, liowever — we  prize  the  reality,  we 
rejoice  in  tlie  thing  itself.  We  haU  not 
the  shadow,  but  we  glory  in  the  substance. 
God  is  working  :  let  usjeave  him  to  do  his 
own  work,  in  liia  own  way.  What  right 
have  we  to  dictate  to  him  ?  What  is  man, 
that  he  should  reflect  on  God's  method  of 
working  ?  Let  him  reveal  himself  to  the 
hearts  of  men  as  he  may  think  right.  Let 
him  come  by  powerful  demonstrations, 
affecting  the  bodies  as  well  as  the  souls  of 
men.  Let  him  come  in  the  "  still  small 
voice,"  or  in  any  way  that  he  may  deem 
right.  Be  it  ours  to  rejoice  in  the  result, 
and  say,  with  regard  to  means,  "  Even  so, 
Father;  for  so  it  seemeth  good  in  thy  sight." 

God  has,  in  ways  wonderful  to  us, 
brought  many  to  repentance ;  and  if  the 
angels  in  heaven  rejoice  over  one  sinner  that 
is  reclaimed,  then,  I  t  the  means  and  appear- 
ances be  wliat  they  may,  we  should  also 
rejoice,  yea,  and  we  will  i-ejoice.  O  that  we 
could  see  more  and  more  the  vahie  of 
prayer  !  We  tliink  too  little  of  prayer,  just 
because  it  makes  too  little  of  us.  It  was 
the  great  mstrumentality,  in  days  that  are 
past,  in  obtaining  showers  of  grace  from 
above.  It  is  so  still.  Let  us,  then,  be 
"  instant  in  prayer;"  that  God  may  visit  us 
and  bless  the  nations  with  tokens  of  his 
jove. 


But,  in  ascribing  these  revivals  iirst  t 
the  efficacy  of  prayer,  let  us  not  be  su| 
posed  to  undervalue  the  preaching  of  God' 
word.    Both  are  necessary,  and  both  ar 
used.    God  sanctifies  his  people  throug 
his  truth.    The  truth  has  been  preache( 
in  its  simplicity  and  power,  while  no  extra 
ordinary  means  have  been  used  to  bring  i 
to  bear  on  the  hearts  of  men.    It  has  beoi 
preached  in  its  apostoUc  purity ;  and  it  i 
wortliy  of  remark,  that  the  revival  in  Ire 
land  has  commenced  and  is  going  on  amouj 
a  people  never  remarkable  for  impulsive  o 
excitable  preaching.    It  began  among  ii 
people  whose  services  have  been  at  all  time: 
noted  for  calmness  and  simplicity — witli 
nothing  to  ca^jtivate  the  worldly,  or  t( 
attract  the  mispii-itual.    They  greatly  err 
therefore,  who  ascribe  these  revivals  to  the] 
excitement  of  the   feelings   through  thil 
preaching  of  the  Word.    No  new  ageneieij 
have  been  at  work.    No  singular  or  eccen- 
tric preachers  have  been  employed.  Ncl 
unwarrantable  means  have  been  used.  The 
Gospel  has  been  preached  fully  and  faith-l 
fidly,  and,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  it  liasl 
been  better  heard,  better  felt,  and  bctteil 
preached  than  ever  it  was  before.    This  iel 
the  grand  secret :  the  Gospel  preached  hasi 
been  brought  home  with  power  and  the; 
demonstration  of  God's  Spirit  ;  and  it  hasi 
produced  those  effects  which  are  now  visi 
ble.    So  much  for  the  means  used.    Let  usi 
see  tlie  results,  and  judge  of  them  by  the; 
standard  of  God's  word. 

{To  be  continued.) 


ON  CHRISTIAN  EXPEEIENCE. 
No.  VI. 

In  some  articles,  through  several  previous! 
numbers,  for  last  year,  the  writer  of  this! 
suggested  some  considerations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Christian  Experience.  Unavoidable 
circumstances  prevented  their  continuance  ; 
but  now  it  is  proposed  to  add  two  or  three 
short  papers  on  the  same  subject. 

We  considered  the  Christian's  experience 
in  relation  to  the  views  he  has  been  divinely 
led  to  entertain  regarding  himself,  the  Gos- 
pel, the  Atonement,  the  World,  the  Word 
of  Ood,  Prayer,  the  Sabbath,  and  the  Imti- 
tutions  of  the  Sanctuary. 

These  considerations,  we  think,  may,  not 
inappropriately,  be  followed  up  by  a  review 
of  some  of  the  advantages  of  Christian  ex- 
perience, or  some  of  the  blessed  fruits 
which  it  cannot  but  yield  to  the  rightly 
exercised  and  observant  people  of  God. 

In  the  affaii-s  of  this  world,  experience 
and  its  advantages  are  proverbial  terms. 
Experience  speaks;  its  voice  is  eagerly 
heard ;  its  hopes  and  fears,  its  dreadings 
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and  forewarnings,  its  projects  and  calcu- 
lations, are  of  momentous  account,  and  re- 
garded with  profoundest  interest  in  every 
department  of  social  life. 

And  surely,  in  proportion  to  the  infinitely 
greater  importance  of  the  concerns  of  the 
*  Boul,  and  of  the  spiritual  and  eternal  world, 
^i  is  experience  of  moment  in  regard  to  them. 
This  world  is  a  tempestuous  sea,  and,  want- 
ing experience,  we  are  liable  to  be  driven 
at  the  mercy  of  the  winds — dashed,  it  may 
be,  on  some  unseen,  unapprehended  rock, 
or  engulfed  in  the  foaming  billows.  If 
we  ask  those  who  are  farthest  advanced  in  . 
the  spiritual  course,  they  will  tell  us  em- . 
phatically  of  what  use,  in  this  scene  of 
perils,  the  experience  of  their  spiritual  his- 
tory has  been  to  them :  "  We  have  had," 
they  say,  "  some  happy  seasons  of  light, 
and  gladness,  and  triumphant  joy  ;  and,  but 
for  the  Word,  and  tlie  Spirit,  and  the  re- 
tarding providence  of  our  God,  we  would 
have  said,  '  Our  mountain  stands  strong, 
and  we  shall  never  be  moved.  '    We  have 
suffered  much,"  they  say,  too,  "in  our  pil- 
grimage course,  but  our  sufferings  have  not 
been  without  profit  to  our  souls.  We  have 
found  that  '  tribulation  worketh  patience ;' 
this  has  wrought '  experience  ;'  and  now, 
as  the  blessed  fmit  of  this  hard-earned  | 
expenence,  we  liave  '  Jiope ' — a  hope  that 
'  maketh  not   ashamed,' — shedding  light 
over  all  our  future  course — onward  to  a 
glorious  immortality  beyond  the  grave."  | 
Of  om'  incarnate  Lord  himself  it  is  testi-  j 
lied,  that  he  v,'as  "made  perfect  tlu-ougli  | 
-ufiering  ''■ — completed   in  fitness  for  his 
■ompassionate,    sympathising,    sacerdotal  j 
function — by  his  experience  of  the  pains  and  j 
sorrows  of  the  "  children  "  whom  he  en- 
gaged his  heart  in  eternal  covenant  to  re- 
deem.   He,  it  is  true,  knew  not  personal 
sin — could  know  no  personal  abasement  as 
a  sinner — had  no  experience  of  a  depraved, 
sinful,  worldly  heart.    But  he  had  experi- 
l  uce  of  most  of  his  people's  trials,  and  suf- 
ferings, and  griefs  ;  indeed,  this  was  one  of 
the  leading  purposes  for  which  he  assumed, 
not  the  nature  of  angels,  but   our  poor 
humanity, — namely,  that  he  might  be  "a 
mercifid  and  faithful  High  Priest  in  things 
liertaining  to  God  ;"  and  that,  he  himself 
having  suffered,  being  tempted,  he  might  be 
"  able  to  succour  them  that  are  tempted." 
He,  our  adorable  Lord,  was  pre-eminent  in 
experience  ;  and  never  did  his  Mediatorial 
dignity  appear  greater,  never  did  his  Media- 
torial glory  shine  forth  more  illustriously, 
than  amid  sufferings,  sorrow,  conflict,  and 
death.    Above  all  these  he  is  now  eternally 
exalted  ;  but  he  has  left  his  footsteps— his 
example  behind,  that  through  them  his  fol- 
lowers may  pass  to  the  "  many  mansions  " 
of  their  "  Father's  house." 

It  suits  the  argument  of  the  apostle 


(Rom.  V.  3 — 5)  to  mention  only  one  of  the 
happy  fruits  of  the  experience  of  the  tried 
Christians  of  the  early  days  of  the  Gospel, 
— namely,  Hope  ;  but,  taking  a  larger  view 
of  the  subject,  we  may  properly  bring  a  few 
others  within  the  range  of  our  considera- 
tion. One  of  these  will  form  the  subject  of 
our  present  paper. 


I. — Christian  Humilitt. 

Humility  is  an  important  part  of  the 
Christian's  conformity   to  his  incarnate 
Lord.    We  do  not  mean  by  this  term 
merely  condescension,  affability,  kindness, 
to  those  who  may   be  our   inferiors  in 
worldly  circumstance  and  state.    Tliat  is, 
no  doubt,  a  noble  and  lovely  moral  virtue. 
The  man  of  wealth  and  rank,  stooping  down 
iu  large-hearted  kindness   to  the  pool' — 
casting  the  shelter  of  his  care  over  the 
fatherless  and  the  widow — lending  his  aid 
to  impart  knowledge  and  comfort  to  the 
ignorant  and  forlorn,— this  is  an  amiable 
and  estimable  character.    The  condescen- 
sion of  such  a  man  to  those  of  humble  rank 
adds  dignity  to  his  station,  and  sheds  an 
attractive  and  endearing  influence  over  his 
history  and  his  name.    But  we  must  never 
forget  that  this   amiable,  condescending 
disposition  may  exist  where  there  is  no 
true  scriptural  religion  in  the  heart — no 
"  repentance  toward  God,"  and  no  "  faith 
toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."    Alas,  that 
it  should  be  so !  A  considerate  Christian 
cannot  but  be  moved  to  tears  of  compas- 
sionate regret  in   contemplating   such  a 
scene  ; — so  much  that  is  lovely,  and  worthy 
of  admiration  ;  while,  nevertheless,  the  pos- 
sessor of  all  these  estimable  quaUties  is 
living  "without  Clu-ist,  having  no  hope, 
and  without  God  in  the  world."   O,  if  these 
men  of  so  many  noble  and  amiable  disposi- 
tions would  but  come,  with  the  docihty  of 
little  children,  to  the  Gospel,  and  learn 
there  that,  with  all  their  fellow-mcn,  they 
are  sinners  before  God,  and  must  obtain 
forgiveness  through  the  only  Saviour — the 
Lord  Jesus  Clirist  ;  and  learn,  too,  that 
theb  hearts  are  naturally  alienated  from 
God,  and  in  enmity  to  him,  and  that  they 
need  to  be  "  born   again " — made  "  new 
[creatures" — regenerated  by  the  Almighty 
'  Spirit'  of  God,  ere  ever  they  can  serve  liini 
acceptably,  or  have  part  in  his  kingdom, 
I  what  a  blessed  thing  it  wotild  be  !  If,  under 
1  the  solemn  impression  of  these  divine  and 
'  precious  lessons,  they  woidd  but  be  con- 
i  strained  to  come,  and  at  the  throne  of  hea- 
1  venly  mercy  seek  part  in  this  Saviour,  and 
implore  the  grace  and  power  of  this  Holy 
Spirit,  they  would  be  heard  :  J esus  woidd 
receive  them  under  the  canopy  of  his  atone- 
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ment,  and  put  on  them  the  robe  of  his 
everlasting  righteousness  ;  and  the  Divine 
Spirit  would  come  into  their  hearts,  and 
shed  over  them  his  blessed  influence,  and 
make  them  "  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus." 
And  then,  from  the  time  of  this  great  and 
happy  change  of  state  and  character,  conse 
crated  to  God  and  his  Christ,  their  amiable 
dispositions  would  be  transformed  into 
Christian  graces,  and  their  mere  worldly 
condescensions  would  be  imbued  and  per- 
vaded by  a  nobleness,  a  sanctity,  a  divine 
blissfulness  of  motive,  purpose,  and  feeling, 
which  heretofore  they  had  never  known, 
and  which  it  had  not  entered  into  their 
hearts  even  to  conceive. 

Christian  humility  is  a  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  wrought  in  the  soul  in  the  day  of  its 
happy  regeneration ;  a  grace,  however,  to 
the  formation  and  strengthening  of  which, 
various  parts  of  the  Christian's  experience 
are  rendered  subservient.  A  deepening 
sense  of  liis  guiltiness  before  God  ;  a  grow- 
ing perception  of  the  depravity  and  deceit- 
fulness  of  his  heart ;  a  painful  feeling  of 
his  proneness  to  depart  from  God,  and 
yield  to  the  temptations  of  sin  and  Satan 
and  the  world  ;  an  overpowering  conviction 
of  the  sin  that  taints  his  most  sacred  ser- 
vices ;  a  cherished  remembrance  of  the 
infinite  obligations  he  is  under  to  his  God 
for  all  his  saving  and  providential  mercy, 
and  a  deep  feeling  of  how  faint  and  defec- 
tive his  gratitude  has  been  in  referencnee  to 
them  all : — these  are  the  springs  of  Christian 
humility — the  elements  out  of  which  is 
formed  that  lovely  garment  with  which 
the  Christian  is  exhorted  to  be  clothed 
(1  Pet.  V.  5),  and  arrayed  in  which,  God 
has  condescended  to  declare  that  he  will 
look  down  on  him  with  complacency,  and 
dwell  with  him  :  "  For  thus  saith  the  high 
and  lofty  One  that  inhabiteth  eternity, 
whose  name  is  Holy  ;  1  dwell  in  the  high 
and  holy  place,  with  him  also  that  is  of  a 
contrite  and  humble  spirit,  to  revive  the 
spirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the 
heart  of  the  contrite  ones."  (Is.  Ivii.  15.) 

It  is,  we  say,  the  fruit  of  spiritual  experi- 
ence ;  and  we  find  it  illustrated  by  many 
interesting  and  affecting  examples  in  Holy 
Writ.  Listen  to  the  afflicted  patriarch  of 
TJz,  when  the  holy  majesty  and  glory  of  the 
Most  High  had  been  vividly  brought  before 
the  view  of  his  mind  :  "  I  have  heard  of 
thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now 
mine  eye  seeth  thee :  wherefore  I  abhor 
myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes." 
Listen  to  the  words  of  the  deeply  humbled 
prophet,  feeling  his  own  unworthiness  and 
sinfulness,  in  the  light  of  .the  infinite  purity 
and  majesty  of  Jehovah-Jesus,  which  he 
had  beheld  in  vision  in  the  temple,  and 
which  he  had  heard  the  burning  seraphim 
adoringly  proclaim  :  "  Woe  is  me  !  for  I  am 


I  undone  ;  because  I  am  a  man  of  uncleanl 
lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people  ol 
unclean  lips ;  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  the 
King,  the  Lord  of  hosts."  Calling  to  re- 
membrance the  marvellous  kindness  of  the 
Lord  toward  him  during  many  a  chequered 
year  of  his  earthly  course,  and  feeling  at  the 
same  time  his  own  deep  unworthiness,  the 
humbled  patriarch  breaks  forth  into  these 
strains  of  wondering  and  adoring  gratitude : 
"  O  God  of  my  father  Abraham,  and  God 
of  my  father  Isaac,  I  am  not  worthy  of  the, 
least  of  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth 
which  thou  hast  showed  unto  thy  servant 
for  with  my  staff  I  passed  over  this  Jordan, 
and  now  I  am  become  two  bands."  And 
kindred  to  these,  and  illustrating  the  same 
truth,  are  the  grateful  and  humble  acknow- 
ledgments of  tlie  Psalmist  of  Israel : — 
"  Who  am  I,  O  Lord  God,  and  what  is  my 
house,  that  thou  hast  brought  me  hitherto? 
And  this  was  yet  a  small  thing  in  tliy  sight, 

0  Lord  God  ;  but  thou  hast  spoken  also  of 
thy  servant's  house  for  a  great  while  to 
come.  And  is  this  the  manner  of  man,  O 
Lord  God  ?  And  what  can  David  say  more 
unto  thee  ?"  Call  to  mind,  in  fine,  to  men- 
tion only  one  other  example,  the  language 
often  uttered  regarding  himself  by  the 
noble,  humble-minded  apostle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles :  "  I  am  the  least  of  the  apostles,  that 
am  not  meet  to  be  called  an  apostle,  because 

1  persecuted  the  Church  of  God.  Unto 
me,  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints, 
is  this  grace  given,  that  I  should  preach 
among  the  Gentiles  the  unsearchable  riches 
of  Christ." 

Thus  is  it  evident  that  true  Christian 
humility  is  one  of  the  happy  fruits  of 
Christian  experience  ;  and,  moreover,  that 
the  longer  the  believer  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
hves  on  earth, — the  more  he  progressively 
knows  of  God  and  of  himself,  the  purity 
and  grace  of  his  blessed  Lord,  and  his  own 
manifold  imperfections,  shortcomings,  and 
sins — the  more  deeply  will  this  lovely 
Christian  grace  be  impressed  on  his  soul — 
the  more  profoundly  will  he  be  abased 
before  his  God,  and  the  more  lowliness  of 
mind  will  he  feel  constrained  to  manifest 
toward  and  before  his  fellow-men.  And,  if 
we  were  to  pursue  the  illustration  of  our 
subject  down  through  the  history  of  tlie 
church  in  modern  times,  we  should  in- 
variably find,  that  tliose  Christians  who 
have  been  most  eminent  for  exalted  piety, 
most  distinguished  for  ardent  love  to  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  zeal  for  his  glory,  and  the 
advancement  of  his  cause,  have  been  most 
remarkable,  too,  for  their  deniedness  to 
themselves,  the  depth  of  their  humility, 
and  the  condescending  lowliness  of  their 
minds  and  conduct.  Well  has  our  Christian 
poet  embodied  this  fact,  of  which,  for  so 
many  years,  he  was  himself  an  amiable 
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Lxaiuple,  in  these  simple  but  beautiful 


HUMILITY. 

The  bird  that  soars  on  highest  wing, 
Builds  on  the  ground  her  lowly  nest ; 

And  she  that  doth  most  sweetly  sing, 
Sings  in  the  shade  when  all  things  rest : 

In  lark  and  nightingale  we  see, 

What  honour  hath  humility. 

When  Mary  chose  the  better  part, 

She  meekly  sat  at  Jesus'  feet ; 
And  Lydia's  gentlj-  opened  heart 

Was  made  for  God's  own  temple  meet  ; 
Fairest  and  best  adorned  is  she 
Whose  clothing  is  humility. 

I'hesaint  that  wears  heav'n's  brightest  crown 

In  deepest  adoration  bends  ; 
rhe  weight  of  glory  bows  him  down, 

Then  most,  when  most  his  soul  ascends 
5fearest  the  thi-one  itself  must  be 
Che  footstool  of  humility. — Montgomery. 


He  waled  hiia  out  the  partin'  sang,  his  voice 

rose  firm  and  clear, 
And  read  the  14th  o'  St.  John,  nor  did  he 

shed  a  tear. — 
Sae  is  it  wi'  the  man  of  God,  when  life's 

day's  darg  is  dune, 
Nae  future  fears  disturb  his  min',  nae  ruefu' 

look  behin'. 


FAITHER'S  DEATH. 

'  My  day  is  dippin'  in  the  west,  it's  gloamin' 
wi'  me  noo, 

hear  the  sough  o'  Jordan's  wave,  that  I 
maun  travel  thro,' 
fet  it's  na  Jordan's  wave  I  fear — the  gie'in 
up  o'  life, 

Jut  O  !  this  sinderini'  o'  hearts,  this  leavin' 
wean  and  wife. 

'  What  tho'  we  ken  o'  better  things,  a  fairer 

warld  abune, 
Vhere  lost  frien's  are  awaitin'  us,  and  a'  maun 

follow  sune, 
Chis  rendin'  o'  the  siller  strings,  that  tether 

heart  to  heart, 
t  tries  puir  human  nature  sair,  and  makes 
|I  us  laith  to  part. 

Gae  rax  me  doon  the  Bible,  wife,  while  yet 

I'm  fit  to  see, 
he  death  creep  o'er  my  cauldrife  brow,  and 

flap  my  failin'  e'e, 
Vnd  let  us  sing  a  partin'  sang,  the  last  we'll 

sing  the  gither, 
"or  noo  ye  canna  hae  me  lang,  the  bairns 

maun  lose  their  faither. 

'There,  pitthe  pillow  to  my  back,an'ease  me 
up  a  wee, 

\^n'  bring  them  a'  to  the  bed-side,  to  see 

their  faither  dee  ; 
>Joo  raise  the  Bible  up  a  thocht,  it's  ower 

laigh  on  my  knee, 
\n  shift  the  light  a  kennin  back,  it's  ower 

strong  for  my  e'e." 


SCOTCH  WORDS. 

The  Scotch  language  is  perhaps  destined  to 
perish.  There  are  many  Scotch  words  and 
.Scotch  expressions  which  ought  to  be  saved 
from  the  wreck.  By  their  adoption,  the 
English  language  would  be  immensely 
enriched.  The  Scotch  language  has  no 
Roman  majesty,  but  it  lends  itself  most 
opulently  to  pathos  and  humour.  It  has 
been  kept  free  from  those  pedantic  John- 
sonianisms  which  have  been  so  fatal  to  the 
English  language.  In  its  homeliness  there 
is  a  power  after  which  the  English  lan- 
guage oft«n  strives  in  rain.  What  in  effect 
is  homeliness,  but  that  which,  coming  from 
the  home,  goes  back  thither  with  natural 
impulse  and  irresistible  force?  A  language 
loses  its  moral  empire,  when  it  deserts 
entirely,  as  the  EngUsh  language  has 
deserted,  the  common  speech  of  the  people; 
and  that  moral  empire  gone,  what  avails  a 
learned  air  and  rhetorical  embellishment  ? — 
Critic. 


OUR  FOREMOTHERS. 

We  hear  enough  about  our  forefathers. 
Tliey  were  nice  old  fellows,  no  doubt.  Per- 
fect bricks  in  their  way.  Good  to  work^ 
cat,  or  fight.  "S'ery  well.  But  where  are 
their  companions — their  "chums" — who, 
as  their  helpmates,  lurged  them  along? 
Who  worked  and  delved  for  our  forefathers, 
brushed  up  their  old  clothes,  and  patched 
their  breeches  ?  Who  uupetticoated  them- 
selves for  the  cause  of  liberty  ?  Who  nursed 
our  forefathers  when  sick — sang  Yankee 
Doodle  to  their  babies— who  trained  up 
their  boys  ?    Our  foremothers. 

Who  landed  at  James  River,  and  came 
over  in  the  Mayfloioer,  and  established  the 
other  early  settlements  ?  Were  there  any 
women  among  them  ?  One  would  think 
not.  Our  Yankee  neighbours,  especially, 
make  a  wonderful  talk  about  the  Pilgrim 
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Fathers  who  squatted  ou  Plymouth  Eock, 
and  there  is  a  great  ado  made  over  it  every 
time  they  wish  to  get  up  a  httle  euthusiasm 
on  liberty,  and  refresh  themselves  by  crow- 
ing over  freedom  ;  and  the  chivalry  of  Vir- 
ginia are  not  a  whit  behind  them,  when  they 
take  a  notion  to  vaunt  themselves  upon  the 
glory  and  greatness  of  the  Old  Dominion; 
and  our  staid  Pennsylvania  Quakers,  too, 
like  to  plume  themselves  slyly  upon  the 
merits  and  doings  of  William  Penu  and  his 
associates;  but,  with  all  the  "blarney  "  so  j 
plentifully  distributed  on  all  sides,  what  do  I 
we  hear  or  gather  about  the  foreoiotliers?  } 
Didn't  they  laud  on  a  rock,  too  ?  Didn't  j 
they  encounter  perils  and  hardships  P  And, 
after  all,  didn't  they,  with  their  kind  hearts 
and  warm  arms,  sustain  the  liagging  spirit 
of  their  male  companions,  and  keep  the 
stalwart  but  chUiy  old  forefathers  from 
freezing  to  death,  during  those  horrible  cold 
winters  which  some  of  them  had  to  shiver 
through  ? 

We  have  our  monuments  commemorat- 
ing, and  our  speeches,  our  songs,  our  toasts, 
and  our  public  dinners,  celebrating,  the 
wonderful  deeds  of  our  forefathers ;  but 
where  are  those  in  honour  of  our  foreino- 
thers  ?  We  had  better  be  getting  them 
ready.  We  talk  ourselves  hoarse,  and  write 
ourselves  round-shouldered,  while  boiling 
over  with  enthusiasm  about  tJie  nice  things 
our  forefathers  did  ;  and  yet  nothing  is  said 
about  our  foremothers,  to  whom  many  a 
virtuous  act  and  brave  deed  may  be  ascribed, 
such  as  any  hero  would  be  proud  to  own. 
Besides,  we  forget  to  remember,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  our  foremothers,  we  our- 
selves would  not  be  here  to  know,  and  be 
proud  of  what  our  forefathers  did. 

We  wish  not  to  detract.  All  hail  to  the 
noble  old  boys,  our  forefathers,  say  we. 
May  the  glory  of  their  deeds  never  be  less  ; 
but  the  good  Book  tells  vis  to  "  render  unto 
CiBsar,"  etc.,  and  we  wish  to  speak  a  word 
in  season  for  women  generally,  and  espe- 
cially for  our  noble  and  self-sacrificing  fore- 
mothers,  lest  time  and  the  one-sided  page  of 


history  shall  blot  them  for  ever  from  oui 
memories.  Canadian  Paper. 


WOEDS  OF  THE  WISE. 

There  is  no  manner  of  inconvenience  ii 
havi)ig  a  pattern  propounded  to  us,  of  8( 
great  perfection  as  is  above  our  reach  t( 
attain  to  ;  and  there  may  be  great  advan 
tages  in  it.  The  way  to  excel  in  any  kinc 
is  to  propose  the  brightest  and  most  perfec' 
examples  to  our  imitation.  No  man  car 
write  after  too  perfect  and  good  a  copy 
and,  though  he  can  never  reach  the  per 
fection  of  it,  yet  he  is  likely  to  learn  mon 
than  by  one  less  perfect.  He  that  aims  at 
the  heavens,  which  yet  he  is  sure  to  conu 
short  of,  is  hke  to  shoot  higher  than  h< 
that  aims  at  a  mark  within  his  reach, 
TUlotson. 

Happy  is  he  who  is  engaged  in  contro 
versy  with  his  own  passions,  and  comes  ol 
superior  ;  who  makes  it  his  endeavour  tha 
his  follies  and  weaknesses  may  die  befor 
him,  and  who  daUy  meditates  on  mortalit; 
and  immortality. — Jortin. 

We  all  complain  of  the  shortness  o 

time,  and  yet  have  much  more  than  w( 
know  what  to  do  with.  Our  lives  art 
either  spent  in  doing  nothing  at  all,  or  ir 
doing  nothing  to  the  purpose,  or  in  doiuj 
nothing  that  we  ought  to  do.  AVe  art 
always  complaining  that  our  days  are  few 
and  acting  as  if  there  would  be  no  end  o: 
them. — Seneca. 

Eepentance  is  not  like  the  summer  fruits 
fit  to  be  taken  a  Uttle,  and  in  their  own 
time ;  it  is  like  bread — the  provision  and 
support  of  life,  the  entertainment  of  every 
day  ;  but  it  is  the  bread  of  aflliction  tc 
some,  and  the  bread  of  carefulness  to  all 
and  he  that  preaches  this  with  the  greates 
activity,  it  may  be,  takes  the  hberty  of  an 
enemy,  but  he  gives  tlie  counsel  and  assist' 
ance  of  a  iximrl.— Taylor. 

TIME. 

Time  was,  is  past ;  thou  canst  not  it  recall 
Time  is,  thou  hast ;  employ  the  portion 
small : 

Time  future,  is  not  j  and  may  never  be 
Time  present  is  the  only  time  for  thee. 

Anon 
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CHINA. 

THE  EEV.  ALEXANDER  GKAXT  TO  THE  TEEASUEEE. 

Amol/,  October  1859.  v\itliout  fear.  In  additiou  to  the  usual 
VIy  deah  Mu.  Matheson, — For  uearly  complaints  against  foreigners  there  was 
I  year  the  churches  here  have  had  the  at  onetime  much  excitement  in  conse- 
jrivilege  of  Mr.  Burns's  presence  and  quence  of  the  Coolie  trade.  A  large 
pecial  interest.  He  is  now  on  the  point  Spanish  ship  lay  at  Amoy  for  several 
)f  leaving  us  for  anew  field,  afcer  hav-  mouths  seeking  a  cargo  of  Coolies  ;  for 
ng  in  vain  sought  an  opening  in  Chang-  which  men  were  seized  or  decoyed  in  a 
•how,  and  the  region  hereabout.  The  .siiameful  way,  lo  such  an  extent  that  ] 
pecial  work  for  which  ilr.  Douglas  in  some  places  the  people  threatened  to 
irgeutly  requested  a  visit  from  him —  arouse  their  magistrates  to  serious 
lamely,  setting  in  order  what  was  in  aedon  ia  the  matter,  by  taking  some 
confusion  in  these  country  churches,  foreigner'a  life.  I  may  give  an  instance 
md  strengthening  the  weak — has  been  of  how  this  iniquitous  business  was 
n  a  great  measure  accomplished.  Dur-  )iianaged  :  ouly  a  specimen  of  the  way 
ng  these  mouths  a  singular  blessing  in  which  hundreds,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
las  rested  on  efforts  made  to  remove  i  were  deceived.  This  man,  along  with 
he  evils  that  were  pressing  on  us,  in  four  others,  was  released  through  Mr. 
vhich  the  hand  of  God,  more  thau  the  ,  Morrison's  kind  efforts  to  check  this 
igency  of  man,  has  been  apparent, ,  traffic  ;  and  from  him  wc  learned  the 
;ven  as  it  was  evident  in  the  infliction  facts,  afcer  much  examination  and 
)f  these  evils.  Fact  after  fact  has,  iu  cross-examination.  The  way  ho  was  en- 
)rovidencc,  come  to  light,  manifesting  trapped  was  this  :  He  bad  an  acquaiul- 
liose  who  were  not  approved;  and  ance,  who  was  now,  unknown  of  course 
nost  unexpected  light  has  been  thrown  to  the  poor  man,  engaged  as  a  Coolie 
)n  what,  if  undiscovered,  would  have  agent.  This  agent  induced  him  to  enter 
continued  to  infest  the  church,  and  i  into  a  trading  agreement  with  himself, 
linder  the  w'ork  among  us.  Three  or  [  iu  prosecution  of  which  they  visited  to- 
!  bur  p.-rsons  have  been  suspended,  or  |  gether  a  place  called  Kang-Boej^  On 
leprived  altogether  of  church-member-  !  their  arrival  there  the  agent  mvited 
ihip  ;  while  those  who  remain  liave  ■  his  victim  to  enter  what  he  called  a 
)a8sed  through  an  ordeal  more  or  less  [  "  friend's"  house,  and  there  they  sat 
evere,  from  whicli  some  have  come  j  down  to  supper  together.  A  messenger 
brth  as  gold.  The  efforts  of  Mr.  ;  soon  called  out  the  agent,  who  re- 
Burns  have  included  several  improve-  quested  his  victim  to  be  seated,  and 
nents  in  the  external  affairs  ot  the  I  finish  his  meal — till  his  return.  He 
ihurches — particularly  the  improve-  '  waited  accordingly  till  late,  and  then 
nents  in  the  Bay  Pay  (Maping)  chapel,  rose  to  leave  ;  but  was  told  by  the  peo- 
a  consequence  of  which  it  has  been  pie  of  the  house  that  he  was  a  prisoner, 
nade  easy  for  a  foreign  missionary  to  — in  fact  was  sold,  and  the  money  for 
•eside  there — as  I  have  done,  even  in  him  paid  to  the  other  man,  who  was 
he  heat  of  summer.  The  only  thing  gone.  This  man,  when  released,  was 
■hat  might  prove  au  obstacle  to  such  of  service,  seemingly,  in  showing  the 
•esidence  is  in  the  case  of  bad  feeling  people  of  the  district  to  which  he  be- 
jeing  excited  against  foreigners  in  the  ,  longed  (near  Maping),  that  the  mis- 
uiuds  ot  the  natives.  That  it  has  not  i  siouaries  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
leen  so  to  any  great  extent,  is  surely  ,  trade  ;  and  to  this  is,  I  think,  partly  to 
natter  of  thanksgiving,  and  calculated  1  be  attributed  the  subsiding  to  a  largo 
;o  encourage  ua  to  enter  where  God  j  extent  of  the  former  threats  and  bad 
leems  to  open  the  way.  During  the  feeling.  The  village  of  Kang-Boey, 
jast  summer,  events  have  occurred  !  mentioned  before,  is  near  the  coast, 
;vhich  render  it  matter  of  wonder  that  south  of  Amoy,  a  sort  of  depot  for 
ve  are  enabled  to  be  among  the  people  I  Coolies,  and  appears  to  be  a  i-esort  of 
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Portuguese  lorehas  engao;ed  in  the 
trade.  It  contains  a  Roman  Catholic 
chapel.  This  ship  was  owned  by  lioman 
Catholics,  and  possibly  some  of  the 
more  intelligent  Chinese  may  have  been 
able  to  a 'tribute  to  Eome  that  traffic 
in  slaves  and  souls  of  men  which  is 
due  to  her. 

There  are  hopes  that  this  trade  has 
received  a  check— here  at  least — from 
the  expression  of  general  opinion 
called  forth  at  the  time  from  a  meeting 
of  the  community,  called  by  Mr.  Burns. 

Last  Lord's-day  was  the  ordinary 
day  for  dispensing  the  Lord's  Supper 
at  Pechuia.  It  was  the  day,  too,  on 
which  the  elders  and  deacons  formerly 
chosen  by  the  church  were  set  apart 
to  their  office.  The  duties  of  the  day 
were  discharged  by  Mr.  Talmage,  who 
addressed  the  office-bearers  and  people 
on  their  duties  in  the  new  and  solemn 
position  they  stand  in  to  each  other. 
The  old  cloth  merchant — who  has  for  a. 
mouth  or  two,  ever  since  the  election  of 
the  office-bearers,  been  confined  to  bed, 
but  to  whose  restoration  Dr.  Bell  was 
privileged  to  contribute,  by  an  opera- 
tion he  performed,  the  last  week  of  his 
residence  in  Amoy — was  able  to  be 
carried  to  the  chapal,  along  with  Buliat, 
who  has  long  been  the  faithful  preacher 
at  Pechuia,  set  apart  to  the  office  of  the 
eldership. 

May  we  not  hope  that  now  God's 
work  will  be  revived  among  us,  even 
more  than  it  has  been  during  these 
months,  and  that  henceforth  such  as 
shall  be  saved  may  be  added  to  the 
Lord  P 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Mr.  Matheson, 
Yours  very  truly, 

Alex.  Grant. 

Mr.  Burns's  present  destination  is 
Foo-chow. 


FROM  THE  REV.  CARSTAIRS  DOUGLAS. 

The  following  letter  is  dated — 
j  Majnny  ,  August  1,  1859. 

I      Last  month  a  step  in  advance  was 
!  taken  by  the  Amoy  church,  which  seems 
!  to  me  the  most  important  and  the  most 
'  cheering  which  has  been  taken  since  that 
church  was  organised.    It  was  the  set- 
ting apart  of  two    native  evangelists, 
entirely  supported  hy  the  native  church  in 
Amoy,  under  the  care  of  the  American 
missionaries. 


The  novelty  and  cheering  interest  of 
this  step  does  not  lie  in  the  use  of  native 
evangelists.  These  have  long  been  em- 
ployed, and  found  quite  indispensable  in 
the  instruction  and  extension  of  the 
church  ;  but  the  singular  interest  of 
what  has  just  been  begun  is,  that  these 
two  native  evangelists  are  as  completely 
independent  of  foreign  money  as  the, 
ministers  of  Canada  or  Australia.  Of 
course  the  church  itself  is  still  dependent 
for  instruction  on  the  foreign  mission- , 
aries,  and  on  agents  paid  by  them ;  but 
in  the  case  of  these  two  new  evangelists 
a  beginning  has  been  made  of  the  self- 
supporting  principle. 

It  was  after  abundant  prayer,  and 
careful  counting  of  the  cost,  that  this 
work  was  begun,  The  choice  of  the  two 
brethren  honoured  by  their  Master  to 
undertake  this  office  was  quite  inde- 
pendent of  the  missionaries — the  names 
being  only  submitted  for  approval  or  re- 
jection, after  the  choice,  before  the  setting 
apart.  On  that  day  the  native  members 
of  the  other  church  in  Amoy — that, 
namely,  under  the  care  of  the  London 
Missionary  Society — were  invited  to  be 
present.  Almost  all  the  missionaries  of 
the  several  societies  were  there ;  and 
already  both  that  church,  and  the 
younger  churches  on  the  mainland,  are 
considering  whether  they  may  be  able  to 
follow  the  example  so  well  set  to  them. 

The  field  chosen  for  these  new  labour- 
ers is  the  unevangelised  portion  of  the 
island  of  Amoy,  which  is  dotted  over  by 
nearly  a  hundred  villages.  Already  in  one 
village  they  have  been  very  favourably  re- 
ceived, a  house  having  been  given  up  to 
them,  free  of  expense,  to  stay  and  hold 
meetings  in,  and  the  villagers  coming  in 
numbers  to  listen.  But  it  is  yet  too 
early  to  say  what  may  be  the  results. 
The  unevangelised  part  of  the  island  is 
just  the  whole  island  (almost  thirty  miles 
in  circumference),  except  the  corner  on 
which  the  town  of  Amoy  stands.  How 
wonderful  and  gracious  the  ways  of  God! 
While  he  is  opening  up  our  way  to  the 
towns  and  cities  at  a  greater  distance 
around,  he  is  taking  care  that  the  popu- 
lous villages  of  the  immediate  nci;.l;bi.  uf' 
hood  be  not  neglected. 

About  the  same  time,  Mr.  Burn?,  Mr. 
Talmage,  and  I,  met  with  the  members 
of  the  Pechuia  church  (a  small  but 
solemn  meeting)  in  the  upper  room  of 
the  chapel,  in  order  to  elect  office-bear- 
ers. Amoy  and  Chioh-bey  have  already 
appointed  their  own  elders  and  deacons; 
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and  in  this  meeting  we  consulted  together, 
in  God's    presence,  and  in  his  name, 
whether  the  time  was  come  to  do  the 
same  at  Pechuia.    Two  members  were 
chosen  to  be  elders  and  two  to  be  dea- 
cons; but  the  actual  appointment  was 
delayed,  to  leave   room  for  examining 
whether  anything  unsuitable  to  the  office 
should  be  found  in  any  of  the  four.  One 
of  those  chosen  for  deacon  having  been 
somewhat  objected  to,  because  he  was  in 
partnership  with  a  cousin  who  (not  being  '< 
a  Christian)  did  not  keep  the  Sabbath,  he 
has  dissolved  the  connection;  but  the  ap- 
pointment is  now  further  delayed  by  the  j 
dangerous  illness  of  one  of  those  elected  i 
for  the  eldership  ;  he  is  the  old  man  who  j 
keeps  a  shop  for  selling  cloth,  one  of  the  \ 
earliest  converts  ;  his  son  is  the  other  ' 
deacon-elect,  besides  the  one  mentioned  | 
above.    Now,  both  the  old  man  is  dan-  [ 
gerously  ill,  anS  almost  all  his  family  are 
ill,  and  an  unusual  number  of  the  con- 
gregation are  also  sick.    O  that  God  may  ; 
now  have  mercy  on  his  poor  people,  and  j 
that  this  trial  may  be  the  preparation  for 
an  abundant  blessing  !    At  Maping  also  | 
there  are  trials  :  one  of  the  members,  an  j 
old  man,  ha^just  died  in  peace  and  hope.  ; 
Special  grace  is  needed  that  these  young  \ 
congregations  may  be  refined  by  their 
trials  as  gold  and  silver  are  refined,  and 
so  made  meet  abundantly  to  glorify  his 
name. — I  remain,  ever  yours, 

Carstairs  Dougl.^.s. 


PEAYER  FOR  CHINA. 

The  following  letter  was  lately  re- 
ceived by  the  Rev.  G.  Campbell,  of 
Aberdeen.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  the 
Rev.  George  Smith,  of  Svratow,  and 
merits  the  attention  and  consideration 
of  our  readers : — 

Swatotv,  July  27th,  1859. 
Dear  Beothee, — I  write  you  at  pre- 
sent with  the  express  object  of  solicit- 
ing through  j^ou  a  special  interest  in 
the  prayers  of  God's  praying  people  in 
Aberdeen  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of 
Christ  in  China,  and  specially  in  behalf 
of  Swatow  and  the  surrounding  dis- 
trict. 

With  joy  and  gratitude  I  have  learned 
by  private  letters,  and  tlirough  the  pub- 
lie  press,  that  God  has  been  displaying 
the  wonders  of  his  grace  in  the  midst 
of  you— both  in  the  spiritual  quicken- 
ing of  hi?  own  people,  and   in  the 


awakening  and  hopeful  conversion  of 
many  previously  the  slaves  of  sin  and 
Satan.  Throughout  tliis  movement  the 
Spirit  of  grace  and  supplication  has 
been  largely  outpoured.  It  is  in  those 
meetings  of  the  saints  where  God  is 
honoured,  and  which  he  in  all  ages  has 
so  honoured  with  his  presence,  and 
which  his  ;nauifold  and  gracious  pro- 
mises are  so  calculated  to  create  and 
foster — it  is  there  that  I  would  seek 
God's  people  to  plead  for  China,  and 
specially  for  Swatow  and  the  adjoining 
region.  I  need  not  dwell  ou  the  war- 
rant that  the  Word  of  God  gives  for 
such  a  petition.  It  is  one  of  the  pro- 
mises in  the  eternal  covenant  that  Christ 
ghall  receive  the  heathen  for  his  in- 
heritance, and  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  earth  for  his  possession ;  and  the 
accomplishment  of  this  sure  word  is 
prayer :  "  Ask  of  Me  and  I  will  give 
thee."  The  promise  is  made  to  Christ 
directly,  but  he  and  his  people  are  one  : 
his  life  is  their  life,  his  desires  their 
desires,  and  their  prayers  are  his  re- 
quests. 

I  cannot  conceive  of  any  object  more 
worthy  of  the  earnest  and  prayerful  at- 
tention of  God's  people  tlian  this  vast 
empire.  Its  population  is  calculated 
at  upwards  of  four  hundred  millions, 
and  I  can  well  believe  it.  At  present 
it  is  on  the  eve  of  some  great  change. 
Its  religious  systems  are  effete,  and 
cannot  satisfy  the  cravings  of  its  teem- 
ing millions.  Its  Government  is  utterly 
poiverless  to  protect  its  people  either 
from  external  aggression,  or  internal 
revolt  and  insurrection.  Its  rulers  are 
thoroughly  corrupt,  and  seem  chiefly 
bent  on  usiug  their  position  to  amass 
wealth.  Its  learned  men  have  little  or 
no  moral  character,  and  as  a  class  are 
the  victims  of  opium-smoking.  Its 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  are  infested 
with  thieves  and  robbers.  Its  clans 
are  ever  and  anou  engaged  in  bloody 
feuds.  Its  old  men  bewail  its  waning 
glory.  A  general  feeling  of  insecurity 
and  alarm  pervades  all  classes.  Whither 
shall  we  look  for  help  ?  Shall  it  be  to 
any  earthly  government  ?  "  Cursed  be 
the  man  that  trusteth  in  man,  and 
maketh  flesh  his  arm,  and  whose  heart 
departeth  from  the  Lord."  "  Put  not 
your  trust  in  princes,  nor  in  the  son  of 
man,  in  whom  there  is  no  help."  Shall 
we  not  plead  that  Immanuel,  whose 
right  it  is,  shall  take  to  himself  his 
great  power  and  reign  ?    That  shall  be 


22 


Missioisrs. 


a  glorious  day  in  the  world's  history, 
when  this  great  empire  of  human  souls 
has  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.    Is  not  the 
present  aspect  of  things  one  of  great 
hopefulness,  when  viewed  in  the  light 
of  God's  word?  "  I  will  overturn,  over- 
turn, overturn  it ;  and  it  shall  be  no 
more,  ixntil  he  come,  whose  right  it  is, 
and  I  will  give  it  him."    "And  I  will 
shake  all  nations,  and  the  desire  of  all 
nations  shall  come."     While  urging 
the  importance  of  such  an  empire  as 
China  on  the  most  serious  considera- 
tion of  God's  people,  allow  me  to  claim 
a  special  interest  in  behalf  of  my  own 
sphere  of  labour.    Swatow  is  a  sea- 
port, near  the  eastern  extremity  of  Can- 
ton Province.    It  is  a  town  of  recent 
formation.    It  is  an  emporium  of  very 
extensive  commerce,  and  is  every  year 
increasing  in  importance.    It  carries 
on  an  import  and  export  traffic  with 
the  various  ports  of  China  and  the  In- 
dian Archipelago,  &c.    It  is  the  chief 
port  of  a  department  called  Tie  Chin. 
This  department  is  very  densely  popu- 
lated, having  within  it  nine  cities,  to- 
gether with  a  vast  number  of  towns  and 
villages.    The  Foo  city  is  Chan  Chan, 
and  is  said  to  contain  a  population  of 
some  800,000.    The  second  city  in  the 
department  is  said  to  contain  iipwards 
of  360,000,  &c.    In  Swatow  we  have 
men  of  business  from  all  the  cities  and 
towns  of  Tie  Chin,  as  well  as  many  from 
other  regions.    This  town  is  the  outlet 
for  the  overflowing  population  of  the 
more  inland  region.    The  importance 
of  Swatow  as  a  missionary  centre  can- 
not be  easily  over-rated.    At  the  same 
time,  there  are  peculiar  and  great  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  its  evangelisation. 
Superstition,  vice,  and  earthly-minded- 
ness,  fearfully  characterise  its  inhabit- 
ants.    TJncleanness,    gambling,  and 
opium-smoking,  are  some  of  the  most 
formidable  barriers   that  oppose  the 
progress  of  the  Gospel.    The  Bev.  W. 
C.  Burns,  well  known  as  an  honoured 
insti-umentof  God  in  Scotland,  laboured 
here  for  about  three  years ;  but  hitherto 
no  fruit  has  been  gathered  into  the 
Christian  Church.     Last  year  God 
visited  this  place  with  the  tempest  and 
pestilence,  and  much  loss  of  life  and 
property  was  sustained;  but  the  inhabi- 
tants repented  not  of  their  sins.  Till 
the  present  year  there  were  peculiar 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  living  and 
labouring  here;  but  God  has  this  year 


wonderfully  opened  the  door,  so  that" 
now  there  is  not  the  slightest  obstruc- 
tion to  the  full  preaching  of  the  Gospel. 
God  has  already  spoken  with  the  voice 
of  terror,  now  he  speaks  in  the  still 
small  voice  of  mercy.  He  who  has  said, 
if  Sodom  and  Gomorrah   had  seen 
his  works  and  heard  his  words,  they 
would  still  have  stood, — is  able  to  re- 
generate and  sanctify  this  cori'upt  and 
degraded  people.    O  pray  that  where 
now  Satan  has  his  seat,  Christ  may 
erect  his  throne  ;  and  that  where  now 
there  is  but  one  festering  mass  of  cor-ii 
ruption,  there  may  speedily  be  a  centre i, 
of  spiritual  life  and  light  diffusing  itsj" 
hallowing   and   ennobling  influence8| 
over  the  whole  of  this  region.  We  need 
specially  the  raising  up  of  a  native 
agency,  single-hearted,  full  of  love  tol 
Christ  and  to  their  perishing  fellow- 
creatures,  giving  themselves  entirely 
to  the  work  of  Christ.    Will  you  not; 
plead  for  this  place  P    We  are  not  with- 
owi  many  tokens  of  God's  favour,  but 
hitherto  no  souls  have  been  gathered 
in  ;  it  is  fruit  unto  eternal  life  that  we 
seek. 

At  the  time  of  my  appointment  to 
China,  considerable  interest  was  mani- 
fested in  Chinese  missions.    I  would 
seek  this  interest  to  be  revived,  and 
to  be  turned  into  earnest  prayer  to 
the  God  of  missions.    China  has  no 
small  claims  on  Aberdeen.   The  second 
missionary  to  China  was  from  Aber- 
deenshire.    Two  of  the  London  So- 
ciety's missionaries  at  Hong-Kong  are 
from  Aberdeen,   also  one  at  Amoy, 
and  another  at  Swatow,  while  another. 
Dr.  Carnegie,  is  by  this  time  on  his 
way  to  Swatow, — all  from  Aberdeen,  f 
and  many  more,  I  trust,  to  come.    I  j' 
feel  assured  that,  in  making  this  appeal,  |i 
the  people  of  God  in  Aberdeen  will ; 
readily  own  the  debt   they  owe  to  i 
China  and  respond  to  it  by  importu- 
nate prayer  on  our  behalf. 

Dear  brother,  I  put  this  statement 
into  your  hand,  leaving  it  with  you  to 
use  it  at  your  discretion,  as  you  may 
see  best,  for  the  interests  of  God's  work 
in  this  grand  field  of  missionary  labour. 
That  the  Lord  may  continue  to  shine 
upon  you  with  his  face,  and  own  and  i 
bless  you  in  your  work  more  and  more,  j 
is  the  prayer  of  j 
1  ours,  most  affectionately,  i 
Geobgb  Smith,  i 
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CORFU. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  calling  the 
especial  attention  of  our  readers  to  the 
following  very  interesting  letter  from 
Corfu.  Our  devoted  missionary  has 
laboured  long  without  seeing  much  fruit, 
and  therefore  it  is  all  the  more  gratifying 
to  hear,  now,  of  so  many  of  our  soldiers 
stationed  on  that  distant  island  seeking 
the  Lord  "with  full  purpose  of  heart." 
Let  the  readers  of  the  following  letter 
rejoice  in  this,  and  try  to  assist  our  bro- 
ther and  his  believing  hearers  with  their 
prayers.  In  a  letter  to  the  secretary, 
dated  Corfu,  November  23rd,  Mr.  Char- 
teris  says  : — 

"I  am  very  happy  to  express  my  con- 
viction that  a  good  work  is  going  on  in 
the  garrison  here.  To  begin  with  a  good 
sign,  the  blessed  word  is  being  accounted 
precious  by  many  of  the  men  in  all  the 
different  corps,  and  equally  among  Epis- 
copalians and  Presbyterians.  You  know 
that  for  several  years  the  depot  of  the 
Corfu  branch  of  the  Bible  Society  has 
been  under  my  care,  and  I  have  sold  more 
Bibles  within  the  last  three  months  than 
in  the  two  preceding  years.  Formerly, 
the  sales  were  chiefly  of  large  family 
Bibles ;  now  of  one-shilling,  and  two- 
shilling,  and  half-crown  ones.  These 
have  been  purchased  by  soldiers,  who 
already  possessed  the  copy  given  by  Go- 
vernment, but  who  wished  to  have  others 
with  marginal  references,  that  by  this 
help  they  might  better  understand  the 
Scriptures,  and  find  more  to  edify  each 
other  at  meetings  which  they  hold  for 
reading,  prayer,  and  praise,  in  various 
places.  I  mentioned  that,  besides  ray 
Sunday  evening  service,  my  prayer-meet- 
ing on  Tuesday,  and  my  class  on  Thurs- 
day, in  my  own  room,  I  allowed  it  to  be 
occupied  on  the  Friday  evening  by  from 
twelve  to  twenty  people.  On  the  other 
evenings  of  the  week  these  same  men 
associated  with  a  few  others  who  met  in 
the  portico  of  the  garrison  church,  and 
there  joined  in  prayer  at  about  dusk. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  having  been  made 
aware  of  this  meeting,  provided  for  their 
use  the  school-room  of  the  Royal  Artil- 
lery, which  is  contiguous  to  the  church, 
and  situated  in  a  quiet  corner  of  the 
citadel.  In  this  place  there  is  a  meeting 
every  evening,  between  half-past  six  and 
eight  o'clock.  The  attendance  varies 
according  to  the  turns  for  garrison  duty. 
In  general  there  assemble  from  forty  to 
sixty.     On  the  Lord's-day  evening  the 


j  house  is  full.  There  are  those  among 
the  men  with  talents  and  piety  sufficient 
to  conduct  these  meetings  so  as  to  pro- 
,  mote  edification,  and  they  go  on  very 
well  when  left  to  themselves.  However, 
Mr.  Clark  goes  on  one  evening,  Mr. 
Howe's  Scripture-reader  on  another,  and 
I  on  another,  in  order  to  help  them.  We 
try  to  lead  them  to  an  easy  conversation 
on  the  chapter  read,  and  to  confine  to 
the  text  their  observations,  which  are 
perhaps  a  little  discursive.  I  assure  you 
that  I  always  leave  these  conferences  with 
a  conviction  that  they  are  well  calculated 
to  advance  the  eternal  well-being  of  the 
soldier,  and  with  the  feeling  that  I  have 
myself  been  edified.  Very  often,  among 
the  old  things  which  are  brought  out  of 
the  Scripture  treasury,  I  see  something 
which  is  new,  and  which  had  never  oc- 
curred to  me  before  ;  which,  moreover, 
I  do  not  believe  has  found  a  place  in 
commentaries,  though,  perhaps,  worthy 
of  it.  These  may  be  called  scintillations 
produced  by  the  action  of  one  mind  on 
another.  Sparks  they  are,  in  which  there 
is  frequently  much  hght.  There  does 
not  seem  to  be  the  least  tendency  to 
cherish  a  spirit  of  disputation  or  of 
striving  for  superiority.  On  the  contrary, 
all  present  appear  solemnised,  earnest, 
teachable,  and  ready  to  hear  rather  than 
to  sp>eak. 

There  are  other  meetings  of  the  same 
kind  at  Fort  Neuf  and  Vido.  The  9th 
are  stationed  at  Fort  Neuf,  and  the  men 
of  that  regiment  have  been  rather  slow 
in  cominof  out,  but  I  have  just  heard  with 
pleasure  that  they  are  likely  to  do  well. 
On  the  evening  of  Sabbath  last  about 
sixty  assembled  for  prayer,  after  a  pious 
young  corporal  of  artillery  and  several 
,  others  had  gone  round  all  the  rooms,  and 
given  an  invitation.  I  go  there  almost 
every  Friday  evening. 

At  Vido,  on  Sabbath,  my  audience 
amounted  to  fifty  men,  chiefly  from  the 
14th.  I  said  to  one  of  them  who  became  a 
communicant  for  the  first  time  three  weeks 
ago — "Well,  how  are  you  getting  on?" 
This  question,  when  put  to  a  pious  sol- 
dier, leads  him  to  speak  at  once  of  pro- 
gress or  declension,  or  to  tell  you  what 
means  of  progress  he  is  adopting.  He 
said,  "We  are  but  few  in  number — not 
more  than  four  or  five,  and  we  have  no 
place  to  meet  in,  but  we  contrive  to  con- 
vene each  evening  about  dusk  near  the 
sea-side.  There  we  pray  together  and' 
enjoy  it  very  much."  On  the  return 
voyage,  I  told  this  to  the  commandant. 
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who  came  over  in  the  boat  with  Mr. 
Clark  and  myself.  The  commandant. 
Colonel  Sankey,  said  he  would  try  to 
have  a  place  fitted  up  as  a  reading-room; 
and  added,  that  as  he  was  not  making 
use  of  his  orderly-room,  those  who 
wished  might  hold  a  prayer- meeting  in 
it.  Both  Colonel  Sankey  and  his  lady 
are  ready  to  engage  in  any  good  work 
that  may  tend  to  the  benefit  of  the  sol- 
dier. Mrs.  Sankey  teaches  the  Sal)bath- 
school  at  Vido. 
I  I  have  not  yet  done.  There  has  been 
I  established  a  Temperance  Institute, which 
!  is  likely  to  make  all  other  improvements 
more  permanent.  The  14th  arrived  from 
the  islands  with  about  100  teetotallers  ia 
their  ranks.  Previously  there  was  a 
movement  in  the  same  direction  among 
the  troops  in  garrison.  I  believe  there 
are  now  nearly  300  members,  and  the 
numbers  are  on  the  increase.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Clark  is  president;  I,  vice-president ; 
Mr.  Howe,  treasurer;  the  schoolmaster  of 
artillery,  secretary.  The  chief  manage- 
ment, however,  is  in  a  committee  of  ten, 
composed  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  two  from  each  corps  in  gar- 
rison. An  apartment,  the  first  floor  of 
my  old  friend  Baron  Thiot.sky's  house, 
has  been  rented  as  a  hall.  It  contains 
one  long  saloon,  three  side-rooms,  and  a 
kitchen.  In  the  latter  tea  and  coffee  are 
prepared,  and  ginger-beer  is  served  out. 
The  furniture  has  been  partly  purchased, 
partly  given,  by  officers  and  others.  The 
tables  are  covered  with  green  cloth.  A 
library  is  being  formed.  As  secretary  of 
the  Corfu  branch  of  the  Tract  Society,  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  presenting  £5  worth 
of  books  selected  from  the  depot  here. 
Colonel  Irving,  commanding  the  Royal 
Artillery,  takes  such  a  lively  interest  in 
the  success  of  the  movement,  that  he  has 
presented  books  to  read,  portfolios,  with 
pens  and  writing  materials,  to  be  laid  on 
the  tables,  and  used  by  the  soldiers,  who 
may  retire  to  the  rooms  to  write  their 
letters,  as  I  believe  many  of  them  do. 
Other  officers  have  given  presents  in 
money,  one  to  the  amount  of  £,5  ;  others 
in  books,  others  in  pictures  to  decorate  the 
saloon.  Dr.  Gallway,  Royal  Artillery, 
a  gentleman  whose  friendship  I  have  en- 
joyed for  a  number  of  years,  and  whom 
I  highly  esteem,  presented  an  eight-day 
clock,  that  the  soldiers,  who  have  not  all 
watches,  might  know  when  to  leave.  Dr. 
Gallway  has  nov,'  left  this  station.  Quiet 
games,  such  as  draughts,  chess,  dominoes, 
&c.,  are  allowed.    No  g;unbling  is  per- 


mited,  nor  are  cards  to  be  introduced. 
Some,  and  myself  among  the  number, 
may  have  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  ol 
games ;  but  where  all  are  neither  literary 
nor  intellectual,  and  where  many,  just 
because  they  are  such,  cannot  beguile  the 
leisure  hour  with  books,  and  are,  there^ 
fore,  exposed  to  temptation  in  the  town, 
attraction  in  the  way  of  amusement 
may  be  at  least  advocated.  I  can- 
not tell  you  how  much  I  rejoice  in 
the  success  of  this  institution,  which  is 
so  well  calculated  to  lead  the  soldier 
into  the  path  of  sobriety,  and  to  keep  him 
in  it.  I  have  found  intemperance  to  be 
the  great  hindrance  to  ministerial  success 
among  the  soldiers  throughout  these  four- 
teen years.  I  have  seen  how  rapidly  the 
soldier  advances  himself,  if  he  has  been  a 
sober  man.  Sobriety  may  well  be  called 
one  of  those  things  that  accompany 
salvation.  They  who  are  taught  by  the 
grace  of  God  live  soberly  ;  but  even 
before  being  visited  by  the  grace  of  God, 
which  bringeth  salvation,  if  soldiers  look- 
ing to  evil  consequences,  both  temporal 
and  eternal,  could  be  induced  to  live 
soberly,  what  a  hindrance  to  a  minister's 
success  would  be  removed  !  I  rejoice  to 
say,  I  never  saw  this  field  look  so  promis- 
ing as  at  present ;  may  w-e  not  hope  that 
the  dew  which  has  descended  on  other 
parts  of  the  vineyard  has  fallen  here 
also,  and  that  our  God  is  sending  his 
blessing,  even  life  for  evermore. 

Many  of  the  more  pious  of  the  soldiers 
regard  it  as  a  revival ;  and  while  I  would 
be  cautious  in  judging  of  initial  progress, 
I  would  yet  say.  Verily,  what  has  God 
wrought !  This  is  his  doing.  It  is  mar- 
vellous in  our  eyes.  One  day,  before 
matters  assumed  their  present  dimensions, 
and  when  some  were  beginning  to  be 
anxious,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  on  our  way 
to  Vido,  said,  "  Well,  if  any  one,  six 
months  ago,  had  told  methat  things  would 
take  this  turn,  I  would  have  told  him  it 
was  impossible  ;  I  could  never  have  seen 
my  way  to  it."  Six  months  ago,  from  a 
whole  garrison  of  several  thousands,  he 
had,  perhaps,  some  five  or  six  in  his 
reading-class,  and  I  not  many  more  ;  yet 
wetaught  and  prayed  with  these  as  if  they 
had  been  more  numerous,  and  [ileaded 
the  fulfilment  of  the  promised  blessing 
on  the  few.  Now,  our  hearts  are  cheered 
with  more  success;  yet  much  remains  to 
be  done.  "  May  the  Lord  make  his 
people  ten  thousand  times  more  than  they 
are,  how  many  soever  they  be." 

We  are  all  enjoying,  very  much,  the 
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clear  cool  weather  which  has  set  in.  We 
have  had  an  early  frost,  which  is  not  liked 
by  the  natives;  but  after  a  whole  month's 
sirocco  in  October,  v^ith  scarcely  an 
hour's  variation,  we  are  too  glad  to 
have  the  hot,  clammy  feeling  that  was 
over  us,  and  everything  else,  dried  up.  I 
regret  much  to  say,  that  the  olive  crop, 
the  mainstay  of  the  inhabitants,  whether 
richer  poor,  is  aftergreat'promise  an  utter 
failure.  Owing  to  the  hot  south  wind  in 
October,  a  worm  was  generated,  which 
gnawed  the  tendril  that  unites  the  olive  to 
the  biancli,  and  of  course  made  it  fall  to 
the  ground.  That  worm  is  a  curious  insect : 
if  generated  by  two  or  three  hot  days,  it 
merely  bites  the  fruit,  and  is  then  de- 
stroyed by  a  cold  propitious  wind  from 


the  north;  the  quantity  of  oil  is  said  to 
be  increased,  and  the  quality  improved  ; 
but  if  this  wind  from  the  north  do  not 
blow  in  time,  the  crop  is  destroyed.  This 
will  show  you  how  precarious  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  people  of  these  islands  is. 
It  depends  greatly  upon  the  oil  crop. 
They  are  still  enjoying  the  advantage  of 
a  very  rich  one  of  18  57,  and  are,  I  hope, 
the  better  prepared  to  bear  the  entire  loss 
of  the  one  of  this  year.  Thev  also 
cultivate  more  of  their  excellent  soil  now 
than  when  I  first  came  to  the  island. 
Still,  if  it  be  true  that  the  Irishman' will 
walk  ten  miles  to  sell  a  head  of  cabbage, 
the  Corfiot  will  go  as  far  to  buy  one.  They 
are  a  sober  and  yet  improvident  people. 
(Signed)    W.  Charteris. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Enqlish  Presbyterian  Messenger. 


Deab  Sir, — It  is  evident  that  those  who 
feel  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  our 
Zion  are  becoming  more  and  more  alive  to 
the  necessity  of  vigorous  measures  to  arrest 
the  continuous  flight  of  our  ministers  from 
the  wintry  inclemency  of  our  church  to 
the  more  genial  regions  of  the  colonies  ;  and 
thus,  to  prevent  the  many  and  great  evils  to 
which  tliis  never-ceasing  emigration  gives 
rise.  I  beheve  there  is  an  undeniable 
necessity  for  the  adoption  of  more  thorough- 
going and  comprehensive  measures  than 
have  as  yet  been  openly  spokt-u  of;  at  least 
if  the  church  mean  to  fulfil  her  high  duty, 
and  iully  avail  herself  of  the  resources  and 
energies  which  she  possesses,  but  which, 
because  of  culpable  remissness,  lie  latent  and 
unemployed  within  her.  There  is  an  urgent 
necessity  for  a  complete  overlumling  of  our 
whole  existing  system  of  financial  adminis- 
tration— for  the  institution  of  a  system  by 
which  all  our  resources  and  energies  may 
be  called  forth  and  fully  employed.  At 
present  we  are  not  doing  oiu-  duty  as  a 
church  ;  the  talent,  or  part  of  it,  which  the 
Lord  has  given  us  to  trade  with,  we  are 
husbaniUng  in  a  napkin ;  as  is  plain  from 
our  published  accounts,  and  as  would  be- 
come plainer  still  were  there,  as  there  ought 
to  be,  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the 
church  at  large  a  statement  of  the  number 
of  members  and  seat-holders,  the  rates  of 
sittings,  and  tiie  sum  raised  by  seat-rents, 
in  every  congregation,  rich  as  well  as  poor. 
We  do  not  occupy  that  position  which  is 
open  to  us,  nor  do  we  exert  that  influence 


for  good  upon  the  country  which  we  might, 
but  which  we  cannot  exert,  because  we  are 
destitute  of  any  system  fitted  fully  to  de- 
velop our  resources,  give  us  more  of  a  cor- 
porate unity,  greater  vigour  of  internal 
administration,  and  greater  power  of 
aggressive  action.  The  Synod  proposes  to 
raise  the  stipends  of  our  ministers  to  £150; 
and,  with  this  view,  it  adopted  at  its  last 
meeting  the  regulations  now  in  force  for  the 
better  administration  of  the  Home  Mission 
Fund.  This  is,  no  doubt,  a  step  in  the 
right  direction ;  but  it  is  only  a  very  short 
step,  and  leaves  the  church  far  from  reach- 
ing the  end  she  seeks  to  gain.  An  adequate 
maintenance  for  the  ministry  is  an  object 
wliich  the  church  is  imperatively  bound  to 
aim  at ;  but  her  duty  to  her  ministers  is  not 
the  only  thing  which  in  this  matter  she 
ought  to  contemplate  :  she  ought  to  look 
beyond  tliat,  and  regard  the  discharge  of  it 
as  not  merely  a  good  in  itself,  but  as  a 
'  means  for  the  attainment  of  a  higher  and 
greater  good — the  advancement  of  Fresby- 
terianism — the  promotion  of  the  cause  of 
Christ  in  this  country.  She  cannot  reason- 
ably hope  to  effect  this  in  any  tolerable 
measure,  without  first  securing  an  adequate 
maintenance  for  her  ministers  ;  for,  failing 
this,  her  efforts  must  always  have  more  of 
the  character  of  a  struggle  for  her  own 
existence,  as  has  been  liitherto,  and  is  still, 
too  much  the  case,  than  the  manifestations 
of  an  abundant,  vigorous,  aggressive  life. 
But  even  the  inferior  of  these  objects  is 
beyond  her  power  to  attain  under  the  pre- 


26 


COEEESPONDENCE. 


sent  system.  For,  let  the  new  regulations 
be  worked  as  zealously  and  conscientiously 
as  the  most  earnest  and  sanguine  of  their 
supporters  could  wish,  you  will  never  by 
means  of  them  secure  to  every  minister 
£150  a  year,  or  anything  like  it ;  and  then 
what  becomes  of  the  higher  and  ultimate 
object  ?  You  must  either  give  it  up,  which 
you  dare  not  do,  or  struggle  after  it  un- 
successfully, which  you  are  bound  to  seek  to 
avoid.  These  rules  proceed  upon  the 
supposition  that  our  aid-receiving  congre- 
gations are  at  present  able,  or  will  by-and- 
by,  by  means  of  the  stimulus  now  applied  to 
them,  become  able,  to  raise  annually  by 
their  own  exertions  about  £134,  or  nearly. 
This  is  an  expectation  which  is  perfectly 
Utopian,  and  could  never  be  entertained 
for  a  moment  by  any  one  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  actual  capabilities  and 
prospects  of  many  of  oui-  jK>orer  congrega- 
tions. Congregations  raising  about  £100 
by  seat-rents  may  be  in  a  position,  imder 
the  present  regulations,  to  come  more  or 
less  nearly  up  to  the  proposed  mark  :  some 
of  them,  were  they  only  to  contribute 
according  to  their  ability,  might  actually 
reach  it  without  the  aid  of  the  Homo  Mis- 
sion Fund  at  all ;  while  some  might  even 
go  beyond  it  ;  and  this  just  shows  the 
necessity  of  another  and  more  effective 
system  for  turning  our  neglected  capabili- 
ties to  account.  Others  again,  because  their 
resources  have  already  reached  their  full 
development,  or  very  nearly,  must  still 
remain  a  considerable  way  short  of  the 
mark  ;  while,  perhaps,  the  great  majority  of 
our  aid-receiving  congregations,  especiaUy  in 
rural  districts,  raising  £80  or  £70  or  less  by 
seat-rents,  will  be  condemned  under  the  pre- 
sent system  to  remain  very  much  as  they  are 
at  present  as  regards  the  ministers'  income. 
Many  of  them  are  already  in  the  position  of 
settled  congregations  ;  they  have  no  pros- 
pect of  any  considerable  increase  of  numbers 
or  of  wealth  ;  their  resources  are  already 
nearly  taxed  to  the  utmost ;  and  to  expect 
that  they  will  be  able,  under  any  regula- 
tion whatsoever,  to  increase  their  annual 
contributions  by  an  additional  £50  or  £60, 
or  more,  is  perfectly  absurd.  An  additional 
£10  or  £12  per  annum  upon  an  average 
would  be  a  much  more  reasonable  expecta- 
tion ;  and  whether  you  will  ever  in  such 
congregations  reach  anything  like  an  ade- 
quate maintenance  for  the  ministry,  is  a 
question  which  under  the  present  system 
it  is  unnecessary  to  ask.  And  it  were 
superfluous  also  to  ask,  at  least  with  the 
hope  of  obtaining  an  affirmative  answer, 
whether,  under  the  same  system,  the  so 
much  deplored  flight  of  our  ministers  to  the 
colonies  will  bo  put  an  end  to,  and  the  evils 
which  it  causes  remedied.  The  plain  truth 
is,  that  these  evils  will  never  be  remedied 


by  the  present  system  ;  so  that  the  church 
has  only  one  of  two  alteratives  before  her : 
either  to  devise  and  adopt  another  and 
more  effective  system —  a  system  really 
fitted  to  gain  the  ends  so  much  desired  ;  or 
to  make  up  her  mind  patiently  to  endure 
the  evils  so  loudly  complained  of,  and  say 
nothing  more  about  them — to  continue  a 
church  accused,  and  justly,  of  "  starving 
her  ministers,"  while,  by  her  own  confea- 
sion  she  abounds  in  wealth  —  a  church, 
whose  ministers  continue  always  young  men 
of  small  experience  or  weight — a  clmrch 
regarded  as  a  miserable  sect,  despised  or 
pitied  by  the  powerful  establishment, 
powerless  to  improve  the  splendid  oppor- 
tunities ever  opening  up  to  her,  because  her 
present  domain,  small  as  it  is,  is  beyond  her 
strength  or  her  skill  properly  to  cultivate. 

But  why  choose  the  latter  alternative? 
You  have  the  means — you  have  people 
ready  to  contribute,  if  you  only  set  a  proper 
object  before  them,  and  a  proper  way  to 
reach  it ;  and  all  that  is  necessary  effectually 
to  remedy  the  present  evil  state  of  things — 
to  heaj  the  evils  within  the  church,  and  tp 
enable  her  to  act  with  effect  on  the  evil 
that  lies  around  her — is  a  system  fitted  to 
draw  forth  and  rightly  employ  the  wealth 
which  the  church  possesses.  And  such  a 
system  is  ready  formed  to  our  hand.  You 
see  it  existing  in  vigorous  and  effective 
operation  in  the  Sustentation  Fund  of  the 
Free  Church  of  Scotland.  Let  a  Sustenta- 
tion Fund  be  instituted  on  the  principle  of 
the  equal  dividend,  with  duly  adjusted  prO' 
vision  for  proper  supplements  to  the 
ministers  of  large  and  wealthy  congrega- 
tions, and  you  will  put  a  speedy  end  to  the 
evils  so  feelmgly  deplored;  you  will  be 
able  to  give  an  adequate  maintenance  to 
the  ministry;  the  flight  to  the  colonies 
will  be  arrested  ;  you  will  by-and-by  have 
a  fair  proportion  of  venerable  fathers  to 
counsel  and  guide  the  more  juvenile 
brethren  ;  the  church  will  attain  to  a  posi- 
tion and  a  standing  in  the  country,  and 
acquire  an  influence  incalculable  ibr  good, 
and  be  put  in  possession  of  a  power  of 
which  at  present  she  is  utterly  destitute — 
of  extending  her  boundaries,  and  preserving 
her  conquests. 

I  can  hardly  imagine  that  any  will  be  so 
weak  or  so  sorely  prejudiced  as  to  object  to 
a  Sustentation  Fund  because  the  idea  is 
borrowed  from  the  Free  Church.  Should 
it  unfortunately  be  so,  a  sufficient  answer 
to  such  a  miserable  objection  is,  that  wise 
men  will  adopt  that  institution  which  is 
best  "fitted  to  gain  their  end,  without 
inquiring  or  caring  in  what  country  it  had 
its  origin.  Should  it  be  said  that  the 
fund  is  still  on  its  trial  in  the  Free  Church, 
it  may  be  answered,  and  with  truth,  that 
it  has  stood  a  most  severe  and  lengthened 
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rial,  has  been  most  thoroughly  tested,  and 
3  now  demonstrated  to  be  possessed  of  a 
iritaHtv  and  vigour  absolutely  indestructible, 
JO  long  as  its  managers  possess  an  average 
share  of  common  sense — so  long  as  true 
feligion  shall  flourish,  and  the  distinctive 
principles  of  the  Free  Church  be  known 
ind  prized  in  Scotland.    If  it  be  objected 
ohat  by  means  of  it  the  minimum  of  £i  50 
has  not  been  reached,  it  may  be  replied 
that  tlie  Free  Church  has  been  able  to  fur- 
aish  something   much   more   nearly  ap-  ; 
preaching  an  adequate  maintenance  to  the 
ministry  by  means  of  the  Fund,  than  we, 
or  perhaps  any  other  unestablished  church,  1 
have  been  able  to  furnish  without  it.  She 
has  not  been  disgraced  by  the  flight  of  her  ! 
ministers  to  the  colonies  in  search  of  better  : 
things  ;   the  maximum  would  have  been  [ 
reached  long  ago,  had  her  zeal  in  length- 
ening her  cords  not  outrun  her  discretion 
in  strengthening  her  stakes ;  she  has,  in 
spite  of  all  the  drawbacks  that  may  have  i 
arisen  from  mismanagement,  gone  in  and  , 
possessed    the    land    in  its  length    and  i 
breadth,  preached  the  gospel  to  thousands 
who  would  otherwise  have  been  left  to  hea-  ' 
thenism,  and  attained  a  position  and  an 
influence  in  the  country  and  the  world  that 
may  well  be  regarded  with  amazement ; 
and  which,  without  the  Sustentation  Fund, 
could  never  have  been  reached  even  by  the 
Free  Church.    No  doubt  the  piety,  ability, 
and  learning,  the  energy  and  wisdom  of  her 
office-bearers  and  members,  have  greatly 
contributed  to   secure   her  present  higli 
position  of  power  and  usefulness  ;  but  the 
most  illustrious  exhibition  of  their  wisdom 
and  sagacity  is  precisely  their  adoption  of 
the  Sustentation  Fund  ;  and  it  is  this  fund 
chiefly  which,  under  God,  has  made  the 
Free  Church  what  she  is.    Should  it  be 
feared  that  a  fund  on  the  equal-dividend 
principle  would  be  an  encouragement '  to 
idleness  on  the  part  of  ministers,  I  would 
remark  that  it  has  not  been  so  found  in  the 
Free  Church.  And  I  trust  no  one  imagines 
that  our  ministers,  as  a  body,  are  so  void  of 
love  to  Christ  and  his  cause,  and  so  re- 
gardless of  the  interest  of  the  church  to 
which  they  belong,  as  in  any  circumstances 
to  act  in  the  manner  supposed.    Instead  of 
being  a  premium  on  idleness,  I  am  firmly 


convinced  that  such  an  institution,  by 
enabling  ministers  to  feel  that  their  efforts 
for  the  prosperity  of  then-  own  congrega- 
tions would  operate  directly  upon  the  pros- 
perity of  the  whole  church,  which  at  pre- 
sent they  do  only  very  feebly  and  remotely, 
would  act  as  a  most  powerful  incentive  to 
diligence.  It  would  enable  them  also  to 
enforce  wirh  effect  the  great  duty  of  sup- 
porting the  gospel,  which  now  they  are 
deterred  from  doing  by  the  fear  of  being 
thought  by  the  people  to  have  only  in  view 
their  own  private  interest.  The  disgraceful 
spectacle  of  members  of  one  large  congre- 
gation contributing  about  Is.  6d.,  or  little 
more,  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  and  of 
members  in  another  sending  their  contribu- 
tions elsewhere,  because  our  own  church 
neglects  to  furnish  them  with  a  proper 
cliannel  for  their  liberality,  would  bo  done 
away.  Should  any  one  say  that  the  fund 
could  not  be  worked  satisfactorily  among 
us  because  of  the  smallness  of  our  numbers, 
I  say  that  smallness  of  numbers,  instead  of 
creating  a  difficulty,  is  a  positive  advantage, 
because  it  immensely  facilitates  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  and  the  administration 
of  the  fund,  and  renders  more  easy  a 
vigorous  and  effective  system  of  super- 
vision. The  truth  is,  the  practicability  of 
such  a  fund  in  any  church  does  not  depend 
in  the  slightest  degree  upon  the  number  of 
congregations  :  a  large  number  may,  and 
certainly  does,  render  it  more  difiicult  to 
manage,  wliile  a  small  number  renders  it 
i  more  easy  ;  but  it  depends  entirely  upon 
the  wealth  and  willingness  of  the  people, 
j  and  the  practical  good  sense  of  the  ofiice- 
i  bearers.  It  was  said  by  some  one  in  the 
!  last  Synod,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  that  no 
j  church  in  the  land  was  more  wealthy 
{ in  proportion  to  its  numbers  than  ours. 
I  The  wealth  exists  then  ;  the  only  question 
is.  Does  the  will  exist  ?  It  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  the  present  evils  are  to  be 
allowed  to  remain  for  want  of  will  to 
remove  them.  I  believe  that,  when  the 
matter  is  fully  brought  before  the  church, 
there  will  be  no  hindrance  on  that  score. 
In  the  mean  time  let  the  matter  be  prayer- 
fully considered,  and,  if  need  be,  openly  and 
fairly  discussed.    I  am  &c., 

A  CorjfTEX  Minister. 


Teach  Children  to  Lote. — A  father 
''I  had  better  extinguish  his  boy's  eyes  than 
take  away  his  heart.  Who  has  experienced 
the  joy  of  friendship,  and  values  sympathy 
and  the  affection  of  the  soul,  and  would 
not  rather  lose  all  that  is  beautiful  in  na- 
ture's scenery,  than  be  robbed  of  the  hid- 
den treasures  of  the  heart  ?  Who  would 
not  rather  follow  his  children  to  the  grave 
than  entomb  his  parental  affection  ?  Che- 
rish, then,  your  heart's   best  affections. 


I  Indulge  in  the  warm  and  gushing  emotions 
i  of  filial,    parental,    and    fraternal  love. 
'  Love  God — love  everybody  and  everything 
I  that  is  lovely.    Teach  your   children  to 
;  love  the  rose,  the  robin,  and  their  parents. 
Let  it  be  the  constant  object  of  domestic 
i  culture  to  give  them  warm  hearts  and  ar- 
I  dent  affections.    Bind  your  whole  family 
together  by  these  strong  cords.    You  can- 
not make  them  too  strong.     Eehgion  is 
'  love  to  God,  and  love  to  man. 
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THE  MESSENGERS. 

Will  our  frieuds  Lave  tlic  kindness  to 
remember  the  claims  of  tlie  only  two 
periodicals  established  for,  and  repre- 
senting the  interests  of  our  Church,  at 
the  commencement  of  a  New  Year? 
They  are  not  expensive :  the  largest 
may  be  obtained  for  three  shillings, 
and  the  other  for  sixpence,  a  year. 
They  have,  especially  the  larger  one, 
been  useful  in  many  ways  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  the  Church  ;  and  from 
the  outset  till  now,  they  have  owed  their 
existence  to  the  generosity  of  a  few  in- 
dividual members  of  the  Church,  who 
have  in  no  case  assisted  them  with  the 
view  of  promoting  their  own  objects 
and  views,  but  solely  for  the  welfare  of 
the  Church  generally.  We  trust, 
therefore,  that  our  readers  will  have 
the  kindness  to  give  us  all  the  help 
they  can  at  the  commencement  of  a 
new  year — ministers  by  recommending 
the  magazines  from  their  pulpits,  and 
others  by  introducing  them  to  their 
friends. 

And  will  parents — all  who  have  chil- 
dren under  their  care — arrange  to  take 
in  the  Juvenile  Messenger  ?  If  all 
in  the  Church  who,  we  think,  ougJd 
to  patronise  this  little  publication, 
would  do  so,  our  circulation  would  be 
more  than  trebled.  It  cannot  surely 
be  the  expense — only  sixpence  a  year 
— which  deters  them.  We  fear  very 
many  do  not  know  even  of  its  ex- 
istence, and  therefore  cannot  subscribe 
for  it.  Will  our  kind  friends  therefore 
try  to  remedy  this  by  speaking  for  it 
and  about  it  on  all  suitable  occasions  ?j 

COLLEGE  FUND. 

Nov.  3.  Students'  Fees       .       .       .    £6   C  0 
,,   5.  Collection,  .St.   Mark's,  Green- 
wich, per  Mr.  Duthie    .  .757 
8.  Paj'ments,  as  far  aa  collected 
through  Eiyer  Terrace  Associ- 
ation, per  Mr.  Tweedy  .       .  11  12  6 
„  21.  Collection,  John  Knox,  per  Mr. 

Stephenson      .  .£536 
Rev.  William  Keedj, 

contribution     .  .110 
Mr.  Robert  Stephenson, 

contribution     .  .110 
Mrs.  Till     .       .  .110 

  8    6  6 

,,  23.  Collection,  Roekferry,  per  Mr.  K. 

Mackenzie     .       .       .       .    -1  18  11 


Nov.  23.  Collection,  Workington,  per  Mr. 

I  Glover  £110 

,,  23.  Collection,   Brighton,   per  Mr. 

William  Sanderson        .       .  15    0  0 
„  23.  Collection,  Salford,  per  Mr.  AVil- 

liam  Mitchell         .       .       .    3  10  0 
,,  23.  Collection,  Southampton,  per  Mr. 

Lamb     .       .  .£580 
Mr.  Lamb's  own  con- 
tribution       .  .220 

 7  10  0 

,,  23.  Collection,  St.  Peter's,  Liverpool, 

per  Mr.  Shannan  .       .  .800 
,,  23.  Collection,  River  Terrace,  per 

Mr.  Tweedy   .       .       .       .    9  10  0 
„  24.  Collection,  St.  George's,  Liver- 
pool, per  Mr.  Adam,  Jun.     .  23  11  6 
„  2i.  Collection,    St.   John's,  South 

Shields,  per  Mr.  David  Bees     2    7  0 
,,  25.  Collection,  John  Knox's,  New- 
castle, per  Mr.  Wm.  Laws  .660 
„  25.  Collection,  North  Shields,  per 

Stair  Kerr,  Esq.    .       .  .560 
,,  25.  Part  of  collection  at  Carlton  Hill, 

per  Mr.  Garden     .       .  .996 
„  28.  Collection,  St.  Andrew's,  Birken- 

henhead,  per  Mr.  Walker     .  10    0  0 
„  28:.  Collection  from  Sabbath  School 
Scholars  in  connection  with 
John  Knox's  Church,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne      .       .       .10  0 
.,  28.  Collection,  Falstone  congregation, 

per  Mr.  Elliott     .       .       .     1  12  0 
,,  29.  Collection,  Warenford,  per  Mr. 

Harvey  17  6 

„  29.  Collection, CanningStreet, Liver- 
pool, per  T.  Matheson,  Esq.    26  14  6 
„  30.  Collection,  Blyth,  per  Mr.  Hettle  2   0  0 
,,  30.  Collection,  Dudley,  per  Rev.  Mr. 

Lewis  5    7  3 

,,  30.  Collection,  Alnwick,  per  Mr.  Bell  2  0  0 
Dec.  3.  Donation,  Dr.  Dill,  I3righton,  per 

H.  M.  Matheson,  Esq.  .       .  50   0  0 
,,  3.  Collection,  Marylebone,  by  W.D. 

Anderson,  Esq.     .       .       .  24  14  8 
,,   6.  Collection,  Trinity  Church,  Man- 
chester, per  Mr.  Morton       .  11  10  0 
,,   5.  Collection,  Horncbffe,  per  Mr. 

Paxton  10  0 

,,  6.  Collection,  Lowick,  per  Rev.  Mr. 

Frazer  18  6 

,,  7.  Collection,  Ancroft  Moor,  per 

Mr.  Tate       .       .       .       .    0  17  9 
,,  7.  Collection,  Crookham,  per  Rev. 

Mr.  Edmonds        .       .  .279 
,,  7.  Collection,  Bernick,  per  Rev.  Mr. 

Cowe  13  6 

,,  9.  Collection,  Cheltenham,  per  Rev. 

E.  Steel        .       .       .  .900 
,,  9.  Donation,  A  Friend  at  Salford, 

per  Rev.  R.  Steel  ,       .  .080 
,,  10.  Collection,   South  Shields,  per 

Mr.  Stevenson      .       .       .  12    7  0 
„  12.  Collection,  Belford,  per  Rev.  Mr. 

Terras  1  15  0 

,,  15.  Collection,  Woolwich,  per  Dr. 

Rutherford  ..£600 
Annual  Subscription, 

Mr.  G.  Renwick     .      10  0 
Annual  Subscription, 

Commissary  Mutch  .    0  10  0 

 7  10  0 

,,  17.  Collection,  Harbottle,  per  Mr. 

A.  Robertson        .       .       .    1  10  6 
,,  17.  Collection,    Long  Framlington, 

per  Mr.  A.  Yeoman      .  .098 
,,  19.  Collection,  Trinity,  Newcastle, 

per  Mr.  Frazer     .       .  .600 
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Dec.  19.  Collection,  Etal,  per  Hev.  Mr. 

Kobinson       .      .       .       .£2  16  7 
„  20.  Collection,  GrosTenor  Square, 
Manchester,  per  Eev.  WilUam 
Thorburn,  Esq.      .       .       .  29    6  3 
,,20.  A  Friend,  by  the  Eev,  Dr.  Munro  5   0  0 
21  Collection,  Wooler,  by  Mr.  J. 

Moffat    .       .       .  ■     .  .300 
21.  Collection,  Norham,  by  Mr.  Wm. 

Hay  18  0 

FurnMing  of  Students'  Apartments. 

Oct.  27.  Collected  by  the  Ladies  of  the 
Glanton  Congregation ;  remit- 
ted by  the  Eev.  David  Fother- 
ingham  .       .       .       .  .660 
Nov.  5.  Collected  by  Mrs.  John  Watson, 
Sunderland,  and  remitted  by 
the  Eev.  Mr.  Blake       .       .    2  12  6 
,,  11.  From  Portsmouth,  by  the  Eev. 
James  Stewart : — 
Mrs.  Maitland       .       £0  10  0 
Some  Friends,  per  Mrs. 
Stewart        .       .      0  10  0 

 10  0 

,,  11.  From  Lo"ick,  by  the  Hev.  John 

Eraser  10  0 

„  11.  From  Eoekferry,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Henderson, — 
Mrs.  Evans       .  .£100 


Mrs.  Eoduck 

0 

10 

0 

Mrs.  Cannon  . 

0 

10 

0 

Mrs.  Branch,  Mercy  Lane  1 

0 

0 

Mrs.  Henderson,  Elder 

Terrace  . 

0 

10 

0 

A  Friend  . 

0 

2 

6 

—  3 

12 

From  Bavington,  per 

Mr. 

Wil- 

liam  Turnbull  : — 

Mrs.  A.  Armstrong 

0 

5 

0 

Mrs.  Wales 

0 

5 

0 

Mrs.  Gillespy 

0 

4 

0 

Mrs.  Armstrong  . 

0 

2 

6 

Mrs.  Turnbull  '  . 

0 

2 

6 

Mrs.  W.  Stephenson 

0 

5 

0 

Miss  Thompson  . 

0 

6 

0 

Miss  Forsyth 

0 

5 

0 

—  1 

15 

From  Harbottle,  per  Eev.  Samuel 

Cathcart  : — 

Miss  Milburn 

0  10 

0 

Miss  Davison 

0 

3 

0 

Miss  Dodds 

0 

2 

6 

Mrs.  Cathcart 

0 

5 

0 

A  few  Friends 

0 

4 

6 

—  1 

5 

Ladies  of  Etal  Congregation,  by 
the  Rev.  Mr,  Eobinson 


1  10  0 


Trinity,  Newcastle,  per  Mrs.  Archer     .  £1  12 
A  Friend,  per  Macfie  and  Sons,  Liver- 
pool, towards  salary  of  Mr.  Jones,  for 

three  years   297  17 

Trinity,  De  Beauvoir  Town,  Collection  11  3 
Eeadcrs  of  Messenger,  Newhaven,  Edin- 
burgh, per  Jessie  Veitch,  viz  : — 
M  iss  Lawson  .  .  .£030 
Miss  Gorrie  .  .  .  .026 
J  essie,  a  Friend  .  .  .026 
Catherine  Eamsay .  .  .013 
Elizabeth  Lyles     .       .  .013 


3,  Lombard  Street, 
London,  iOih  Dec.  1859. 


 0    10  6 

Hugh  M.  Mathesox, 

Treasurer. 


FOE  MISSION  TO  INDIA. 
Woolwich,  per  Eev.  W.  M.  Thompson  :- 


James  Marshall  . 
Mr.  Eenvrick 
Mr.  Thomas  Smith 
Sergeant  Eae 
Mrs.  Cross  . 
Rev.  W.  M.  Thompson 


£0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0  10 


6 
0 
6 
0 
6 
0 

-£1    3  6 

j  Hampstead  :  A  Thank-offering  .  .200 
Birdhopecraig  :  Friends  to  India,  2s.  6d. 

I     and  10s  0  12  6 

Eegent  Square,    London,  Association, 
January  to  September       .      .       .  20  10  10 
Hi  gh  M.  Matheson, 
Treasurer. 


The  Treasurer  takes  this  occasion  to  mentim, 
that  tho  contributions  towards  this  very  serviceable 
fund  have,  as  yet,  fallen  considerably  short  of  the 
outlay,  moderate  as  this  has  been,  and  almost  inade- 
quate to  the  requirements  of  the  students  ;  and 
suggests,  whetlier  that  the  holiday  season  may  not 
present  a  good  occasion  for  additional  liberality  in 
behalf  of  those  who  are  studying  so  sedulously  for 
the  ministry. 

Akch.  J.  Ritchie, 
26,  Poultry,  JE.C.  Treasurer. 

FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

Bournemouth ; 
Proceeds  of  Soiree       .       £3    5  0 
Garden  Flowers  reared  and 
sold  by  Mrs.  Carter  ..200 

 £7    5  0 

Regent   Square,  London,  Association, 
January  to  September  .       .       .       4-1   5  10 

Hampstead :  A  Friend,  per  Eev.  J.  D. 

Burns  1  15  0 

Hampstead :  Miss  Ellen  Holdcn's  Mis- 
sionary Box  0  11  0 


PEBSBTTEBY  OE  LANCASHIEE. 

This  Presbytery  met  at  Manchester  on  the 
2nd  November.  Present:  Eev.  J.  E.  Welsh, 
moderator  pro  tern.  ;  Dr.  M'Leau,  Messrs. 
Lundie,  J.  C.  Paterson,  James  Paterson, 
Wood,  M'Caw,  Eobinson,  Johnstone,  Bel- 
loch,  Davidson,  Brown,  Henderson,  John 
Clelland,  and  Inglis,  ministers  ;  and  Messrs. 
John  Sutt,  Eobert  Lockhart,  James  Hal- 
liday,  Thomas  Wightman,  and  William 
Brown,  elders. 

The  committee  appointed  in  reference  to 
the  clerkship  gave  in  a  report,  which  was 
adopted.  By  a  majority  of  votes,  Mr.  Inglis 
was  appointed  clerk  for  three  years. 

The  committee   appointed  to  examine  | 
Mr.  Samuel  Dickinson,  student,  reported 
that  they  recommended  his  trials  to  be  | 
I  sustained.     The  Presbytery  adopted  the  j 
report,  and  instructed  the  clerk  to  give  the 
usual  certificate.  | 

The  overture  sent  down  to  Presbyteries 
by  the  Synod,  about  the  establishment  of  a  | 
fund  for  aged  and  infirm  ministers,  was 
approved  of,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  , 
Paterson.  ] 

Mr.  Inglis  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for 
next  meeting  to  the  following  effect : — That 
at  each  orduiary  meeting  of  Presbytery,  two  ' 
ministers  shall  give  some  account  of  their  i 
congregations,  more  especially  as  regards  | 
the  state  of  rehgion  in  them,  and  any 
hopeful  appearances  of  the  prosperity  of  | 
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ministerial  work ;  and  that  the  ministers, 
beginning  at  the  top  and  at  the  bottom  of 
the  roll  in  rotation,  be  requested  to  do  this 
by  the  clerk  at  least  one  month  before  the 
meetings. 

Mr.  James  Paterson  reported,  for  the 
committee  appointed  to  visit  congregations 
ou  the  subject  of  the  new  rules  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  Home  Mission  Funds, 
that,  owing  to  peculiar  circumstances,  the 
Chester  congregation  be  recommended  to 
the  Home  Mission  Committee,  to  receive  a 
grant  of  £20  for  this  year.  The  matter 
■was  remitted  to  the  committee  to  get  such 
particulars  as  wiU  enable  the  Presbytery  to 
assess  the  congregation  according  to  the 
rules. 

Mr.  Henderson  reported  for  the  same 
committee,  that  Crewe  congregation  should 
be  assessed  at  £70,  as  the  annual  sum  to 
be  paid  to  the  minister  before  receiving  a 
grant  from  the  Home  Mission  Committee) 
which  was  adopted. 

A  call  from  the  Presbyterian  Churcli  in 
Plymouth,  Devonport,  and  Stonehouse, 
under  charge  of  the  Presbytery  of  Belfast, 
was  laid  on  the  table  in  favour  of  the  Kev. 
Joseph  Wood,  of  AVarrington.  Tlie  Pres- 
bytery appointed  a  meeting  to  be  held  on 
the  17th  instant,  to  hear  all  the  parties  in 
the  case,  and  to  decide  thereon. 

In  reference  to  missionary  work  at 
Euabon,  Nortli  Wales,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  of  whicli  Mr.  Lundie  is  con- 
vener, to  visit  the  place,  and  report  to 
next  meet  ing. 

Deputations  were  appointed  to  address 
meetings  on  the  subject  of  the  Revivals  in 
Ireland,  in  the  churches  of  Leeds  and 
Risley,  on  the  application  of  the  ministers 
of  tliesc  congregations. 

A  committee,  of  whieli  Mr.  J.  C.  Paterson 
is  convener,  was  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  station  at  Swinton, 
and  to  report. 

A  committee  was  aj)pointed  to  consider 
whetlier,  and  if  so,  where,  new  preaching 
stations  m;iy  be  opened  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Presbytery. 

The  Prosb3'tei'y  adjourned,  to  meet  at 
Liverpool  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  at 
eleven  o'clock  a.m. 

Manchester,  November  17 ih. 
The  I'l'csbytery  met  to  consider  and  to 
dispose  of  the  call  from  the  congregation  at 
Plymouth,  Devonport,  and  Stonehouse,  to 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Wood,  of  Warrington. 
Present:  Rev.  David  Ely  th,  moderator  ^;'o 
tern. ;  Revs.  J.  C.  Paterson,  Wood,  Brown, 
and  Clelland,  of  Bolton.  Mr.  Clelland  was 
appointed  clerk  pro  tern.-  After  parties 
were  heard,  Mr.  Wood  declared  it  to  be  his 
mind  to  accept  the  call,  and,  therefore,  the 
Presbytery  agreed  to  grant  his  translation. 


PKESBYTERy  OF  LONDON. 

This  Presbytery  met  in  the  College  Hall 
on  Tuesday,  December  (ith  ;  the  following 
members  were  present,  viz.,  Mr.  Burns, 
moderator  pro  tern. ,-  Drs.  Lorimer,  M'Crie, 
Hamilton,  and  Weir  ;  Messrs.  Fisher,  Kim- 
mitt,  Keeiiy,  Roberts,  Chalmers,  and  Ballan- 
tyne,  ministers ;  Messrs.  Maclaurin,  Mao- 
donald,  Scadloch,  Mackay,  TuUoch,  J.  E. 
Mathieson,  and  Dingwall,  elders. 

Dr.  Graham  of  Bonn,  and  Mr.  Steel  of 
Cheltenham,  being  present,  were  associated 
with  the  Presbytery. 

Dr.  ISI'Crie  laid  on  the  table  "  A  Manual 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  England," 
which  he  had  prepared  at  the  request  of  the 
Presbytery.  It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Chalmers, 
seconded  by  Dr.  Hamilton,  and  unanimously 
agreed  that  the  Presbytery  tender  their 
cordial  thanks  to  Dr.  M'Crie  for  his  kind- 
ness in  complying  with  their  request,  receive 
the  Manual  he  has  submitted,  express  their 
high  approval  of  its  excellence,  and  earnestly 
recommend  its  circulation,  nut  only  within 
the  bounds,  but  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  as  eminently  fitted  to 
promote  the  interests  of  this  church. 

Dr.  Lorimer  and  Messrs.  Fisher  and 
Ballantyne  were  appointed  a  committee  for 
the  examination  of  the  Southwark  Church 
Schools. 

On  behalf  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Com- 
mittee, Dr.  Hamilton  requested  the  Presby- 
tery to  take  on  trials  for  ordination,  Mr. 
Hun  Mackenzie,  a  licentiate  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  who  has  been  appointed 
a  missionary  to  China.  The  request  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  Moderator  authorised  to 
prescribe  trials. 

Arrangements  for  receiving  the  visits  of 
the  deputies  of  the  HonieMissiun  Committee 
were  completed.  In  the  evening  a  meeting 
was  held  of  office-bearers,  specially  invited  by 
the  Presbytery  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the 
Home  Mission  deputation.  The  meeting 
was  presided  over  by  Dr.  Lorimer,  and 
numerously  attended  ;  and  the  deputies,  con- 
sisting of  the  Rev.  Mr.  I..ewis  of  Dudley, 
Rev.  Mr.  Steel  of  Cheltenham,  and  Messrs. 
Duncan  and  Eunson,  elders,  presented 
the  claims  of  the  Home  Mission  in  a  clear 
and  forcible  manner.  They  were  followed 
by  several  ministers,  elders,  and  deacons,  who 
all  expressed  their  concurrence  in  the  object 
contemplated,  and  their  desire  to  see  it 
attained.  As  much  interest  appeared  to  be 
awakened  by  the  facts  submitted  and  the 
appeals  made,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
issue  will  be  a  really  substantial  gain  to  the 
cause  of  ministerial  support  and  church 
extension  amongst  us. 

PEESBYTEKY  OF  BEEWICK. 
This  Presbytery  met  at  Bankhill,  Berwick, 
on  Tuesday,  the  30th  of  August.    Sederunt : 
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!ie  Rev.  Mr.  Terras,  moderator;  Messrs.  to  Mr.  McLean  and  ascertain  whether  he 
ilunro,  Fraser,  Robinson,  Cant,  Thomson,  i  accept  the  call,  and  in  the  event  of  his  doing 
nd  Valence,  ministers;  Mr.  W.  Tennant,  i  so,  request  him  to  .appear  before  the  Presby- 
Ider.  Commissions  in  favourof  Mr.  Henry  ;  tery  at  its  next  meeting.  The  Presbytery 
'owe,  as  ruling  elder  for  the  congregation  of  i  adjourned  to  meet  at  Berwick  on  Wednesday, 
ierwick,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Waddel,  as  ruling  j  the  5th  October,  to  make  arrangements  for 
Ider  for  the  congregation  at  Ancroft  Moor,  j  Jtlr.  McLean's  induction,  in  the  event  of  his 
vere  given  in  and  sustained.    Mr.  James  |  accepting  the  call. 

5rown  was  examined  on  the  subjects  pre-  ;  October  the  5th,  which  day  the  Presbytery 
cribed  to  him,  with  a  view  to  his  entering  met  by  adjournment,  and  was  duly  consti- 
he  Theological  Hall  for  the  third  year,  and  tuted.  Sederunt  :  Rev.  iMr.  Fraser,  mode- 
lis  appearances  were  sustained  as  highly  rator  pro  fern.  ;  Messrs.  Cant,  Thomson,  and 
atisfactory.    Mr.  Fraser,  interim  moderator  j  Valence,  ministers;  Mr.  Thomas  Waddel 


)f  the  Kirk  Session  at  Ancroft  Moor,  re- 
)orted  that  at  a  congregational  meeting, 
leld  at  Ancroft  Moor,  he  and  Mr.  Thomas 
sVaddel,  elder,  were  appointed  commission- 
;rs  to  appear  before  the  Presbytery  and  apply 
or  the  moderation  in  a  call.  The  ap- 
ilication  was  granted,  and  the  11th  proximo 
ippointed  for  the  purpose,  Mr.  Fraser  to  pre- 
side. Collections  for  the  school  fund  were 
•eported.  Home-mission  schedules  from 
North  Sunderland  and  Hornclilie  were  pro- 
iueed  and  read.  The  Presbytery,  being 
satisfied  with  the  amountwhich  the  respective 
ongregations  agreed  to  raise  towards  the 


support  of  the  minister,  ordered  the  schedules  instant 


elder.  The  clerk  stated  that,  as  appointed, 
he  had  written  to  Mr.  McLean,  who  was  now 
present,  and  having  produced  extract  minute 
anent  his  admission  into  the  Free  Church, 
and  Presbyterial  certificate,  tlie  call  was  put 
into  his  hands  ;  and  being  asked  by  the 
moderator  whether  he  accepted  of  this  call, 
he  expressed  his  acceptance  thereof.  Ap- 
pointed the  induction  to  take  place  at 
Ancroft  Moor  on  Thursday,  the  27tli  Octo- 
l)er,  at  12  o'clock  noon  ;  the  Presbytery  to 
meet  at  11'30 ;  Messrs.  Cant,  Thomson,  and 
Valence  to  conduct  the  services.  The  edict 
to  be  served  by  Mr.  Thomson  on  the  16th 


to  be  attested.  Several  of  the  brethren  re- 
ported that,  as  agreed  to  at  last  ordinary 
meeting,  they  had  engaged  in  evangelistic 
labours  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery, 
and  had  met  witli  considerable  encourage- 
ment. The  election  of  Mr.  James  Chisholm, 
teacher  to  the  school  at  Lowick,  was  sus- 
tained. The  Rev.  Mr.  Lawson,  probationer, 
who  has  resided  and  laboured  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Presbytery  during  the  last 
tvjelve  months,  applied,  through  the  clerk, 
for  a  Presbyterial  certificate,  which  was 
granted. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  Berwick  on  Tues- 
day, the  29th  November  next,  at  11 '30  a.m 
The  Presbytery  met  at  Berwick, /;ro  re  nata, 
on  the  22nd  September,  and  was  duly  con>ti- 
tuted.  Sederunt  :  Rev.  Mr.  Fraser,  mode- 
rator pro.  tern. ;  Messrs.  Cant,  Thomson, 
Valence, 
Tennant, 


Ancroft  Moor,  October  the  27th,  1859, 
which  day  the  Presbytery  met  by  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  duly  constituted.  Sederunt  : 
llev.  Mr.  Thomson,  moderator  pro  tern.; 
.Messrs.  Fraser,  Robinson,  Cant,  Valence, 
and  Haig,  ministers ;  Mr.  Thomas  Waddel, 
elder.  Mr.  Thomson  returned  the  edict, 
duly  served  and  attested,  which  was  again 
read  publicly  by  the  clerk  vtutatis  mutandis 
before  the  congregation,  and  no  objections 
being  made,  the  Presbytery  proceeded  to  the 
church,  when  Mr.  A'alence  preached  a  ser- 
mon from  Heb.  ii.  10:  "For  it  became  him 
for  whom  are  all  things,"  &c.  Mr.  Cant 
gave  an  address  on  Presbyterianism.  Mr. 
Thomson  having  put  the  usual  questions  to 
Mr.  McLean,  who  was  solemnly  inducted, 
and  received  the  right  hand  of  fellowship 
from  the  brethren  present,  afterwards  ad- 


and    Haig,    ministers  ;    Messrs.  '  dressed  the  minister  and  people.    The  con- 
Cowe,  and  Waddel,  elders.    The  i  gregation,  at  dismissal,  cordially  received 
Rev.  Mr.  Izzet,  F.C.,  Ansliuther,  being  j  and  welcomed  their  minister.    The  Presby- 


present,  was  associated.  The  circular  issued 
by  the  moderator  summoning  the  Presbytery 
to  meet  having  been  read,  the  conduct  of  the 
moderator  in  calling  the  meeting  was  ap- 
proved. Mr.  Fraser  reported  that,  as  ap- 
pointed, lie  had  presided  at  the  mode- 
ration of  a  call  at  Ancroft  Moor  on 
the  11th  instant,  when  the  Rev.  J.  K. 
McLean,  minister  of  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland,  without  a  charge,  was  elected  by  a 
majority,  and  a  call  signed  in  his  behalf, 
which  call  Mr.  Fraser  laid  on  the  table, 
signed  by  nearly  all  the  members  and  ad- 
herents, and  duly  attested.  The  call  was 
sustained,  and  the  clerk  instructed  to  write 


tery  having  resumed  their  session,  Mr.  Mc 
Lean,  upon  promising  to  subscribe  the  for- 
mula when  required,  was  received  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  court,  and  his  name  was  added  to 
the  roll. 


Sutrllignin. 


COLLEGE  SCHOAESHIPS. 
FoUE  candidates  have  appeared  to  com- 
pete for  the  three  scholarships  which  were 
lately  advertised,  in  connection  with  our 
College ;  and  the  scholarships  committee 
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have  recently  completed  the  examinations, 
and  adjudged  as  follows  :  — 

To  Mr.  Gordon    £40 

To  Mr.  M'Laren    40 

To  Mr.  Baker    40 

To  Mr.  Edwards    20 

Mr.  Edwards  being  equal  to  the  other  can- 
didates in  the  departments  of  Mathematics 
and  Mental  Philosophy,  the  committee 
were  happy  to  be  enabled,  by  the  state 
of  the  fund,  to  put  at  his  disposal  a  scholar- 
ship of  smaller  amount.  It  is  a  most 
gratifying  circumstance,  that  the  appeal  for 
contributions  to  the  Scholarship  Eund  has 
been  so  liberally  responded  to  by  the 
friends  of  our  church  and  college.  It  is 
not  often  that  such  appeals  bring  in  more 
tlian  is  asked  for,  as  in  the  present  case. 
But,  though  more  than  was  asked  for,  the 
result  shows  that  it  is  not  more  than  was 
needed,  and  was  fitted  to  be  useful.  The 
number  of  students  in  attendance  upon  the 
college  is  twelve. 

CuALMEits's  Presbyterian  Church 
Young  Men's  Association,  Ancoats^ 
Manchester.  —  The  Second  Anniversary 
Soiree  was  held  in  the  school-room  adjoining 
the  church,  on  Monday  evening,  November 
7th,  1859- — the  Eev.  Andrew  Inglis  in  the 
chair.  There  were  about  200  ladies  and 
gentlemen  present.  After  tea,  the  Rev. 
Chairman,  in  his  address,  briefly  reviewed  a 
few  of  the  more  important  subjects  discussed 
by  the  Association  during  the  past  year. 
The  Secretary,  Mr.  Wm.  Alker,  was  then 
called  upon  to  read  the  annual  report,  which 
was  of  a  very  satisfactory  and  encouraging 
nature.  Mr.  J.  K.  Slater  next  laid  down 
some  general  principles  for  the  well  con- 
ducting and  proper  management  of  mutual 
improvement  societies  generally.  Mr. 
Henry  Caughey  then  addressed  the  meeting 
on  the  present  lamentable  London  "  Lock- 
out." His  remarks  were  chiefly  in  favour  of 
theinen.  He  denounced  the  masters'  "decla- 
ration" as  an  attemptto  deprivethe  workmen 
of  their  legitimate  rights  and  liberties.  Des- 
sert having  been  laid  upon  the  tables,  and 
duly  discussed,  the  editor  of  the  "Manuscript 
Magazine,"  Mr.AVm.  Hurst,  was  called  upon 
to  read  a  selection  therefrom.  He  accord- 
ingly read  the  two  last  articles  contributed, 
entitled  respectively,  "  The  Town  and 
Country,"  and  "Commerce,  its  Political 
and  Social  Effects."  Mr.  John  B.  Inglis,  the 
late  president,  and  the  principal  originator 
of  the  Association,  then  briefly  addressed 
the  meeting,  this  being  his  last  opportunity 
previous  to  his  departure  for  the  West 
Indies.  Mr.  Joseph  Sharpies  then  dwelt 
upon  the  advantages  and  importance  of  such 
societies  as  this,  and  was  followed  by  a  few 
remarks  from  Mr.  Jas.  Lee. — The  choir  of 
the  church,  under  the  able  and  eflicient 
leadership  of  their  precentor,  contributed 


very  materially  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
meeting  by  their  excellent  performance  of 
their  allotted  portion  of  the  evening's  pro- 
gramme. After  addresses  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  various  Presbyterian  Young 
Men'sand  Mutual  Improvement  Associations 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  usual  voles 
of  thanks  accorded,  the  benediction  was 
pronounced,  and  the  company  separated. 

Leeds.  —  Sr.  Coltjmba  Peesbyteeian 
CnuRCH. — The  annual  "  Soiree"  in  con- 
nection with  the  above  place  of  wor.-hip 
was  held  in  the  Stock  Exchange,  Albion 
Street,  Leeds,  on  Tuesday  evening,  13th 
December.  It  was  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  respectable  that  has  been  held  since 
the  Presbyterian  cause  was  commenced  in 
Leeds ;  upwards  of  400  sat  down  to  an 
excellent  tea  provided  by  the  members  of 
the  congregation,  and  many  more  came 
afterwards  to  hear  the  speeches  and  music. 
After  the  repast,  the  Kev.  Kason  Brown, 
the  recently-appointed  pastor  of  the  churcli, 
was  called  to  the  chair.  There  were  pre- 
sent also  on  the  platform — the  Rev.  A. 
Cromar,  M.A.,  Liverpool ;  Rev.  A.  Inglis, 
Manchester ;  Eev.  Mr.  Craggs  (Inde- 
pendent) ;  Mr.  Fyfe,  of  Sliipley  ;  with  Mr. 
Alexander  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Hazlett, 
respected  members  of  the  Leeds  congi-ega- 
tion.  At  intervals  during  the  evening, 
several  appropriate  anthems  were  tastefully 
S'lng  by  the  choir  of  Queen  Street  Inde- 
pendent Chapel,  assisted  by  the-  "  St.  Co- 
lumba"  leaders.  The  Chairman  briefly  ad- 
dressed the  meeting,  expressing  himself 
highly  gratified  with  the  order  preserved, 
and  the  large  attendance,  not  only  of  his 
own  people,  but  also  of  strangers,  repre- 
senting nearly  all  the  denominations  in  the 
town,  who  had  honoured  the  meeting  with 
their  presence.  He  tlieu  called  on  Mr. 
Alexander  Campbell,  elder  of  the  congrega- 
tion, to  give  some  account  of  tiie  present 
state  of  the  church  ;  and  his  statement  was 
very  satisfactory.  Having  referred  to  the 
trials  through  which  the  cause  had  passed, 
previous  to  Mr.  Brown's  settlement  as  the 
minister,  lie  was  happy  to  inform  the 
meeting  that  during  tlie  nine  months  of  Mr. 
Brown's  ministry,  the  number  of  seat- 
holders  was  doubled,  and  that  the  financial 
state  of  tlie  church  had  improved  in  a  sur- 
prising manner.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  church  would  continue  (o  prosper,  and 
that  in  a  few  yeai-s  it  would  attain  to  that 
importance  vifhich  it  ouglit  to  have  in  Leeds. 


[The  very  lou^  letters  we  publish 
this  montli  have  shut  out  a  good  deal 
of  important  matter.  If  our  corres- 
pondents vrill  not  try  to  condeDse  their 
communicatioDs  in  future,  we  must. — 
Ed.] 


I Now  ready,  ia  demy  8vo,  price  10s.  6(3. 
COMMENTARY  ON  THE  PENTATEUCH. 
Br  Otto  Yon  Gteelach. 
Translated  by  the  Kev.  H.  Downing,  Incumbent  of  St.  Mary's,  Kingswingford. 
This  Commentary  ia  strongly  recommended  by  Professor  Eanke  as  deserving  of  being 
known  by  all  educated  Englishmen. 
Edinburgh  :  T.  &  T.  Clark.    London  :  Hamilton,  Adams,  &  Co. 


Lately  published,  in  crown  8vo,  price  5s.  6d. 
LECTURES  EXPOSITORY  and  PRACTICAL  on  the  BOOK 
of  ESTHER.    By  Alexandeb  D.  Davidson,  D.D.,  Minister  of  Free  West  Church, 
Aberdeen. 

"  An  excellent  popular  exposition." — Watchman. 

'■  A  model  of  pleasant,  profitable  exposition,  admirably  adapted  for  family  reading. 
Marked  by  sobriety  and  calm  good  sense,  enlivened  by  touches  of  taste  and  tenderness, 
and  is  full  of  quiet  earnestness." —  Witness. 

Edinburgh  :  T.  &  T.  Clark.    London  :  Hamilton,  Adams,  &  Co. 

BURROWS  &  Co., 

WHOLESALE  WINE  MERCHANTS, 

LIVERPOOL. 


Stobes  :  Lime  Street.    Officks  :  54,  Duke  Street. 


JTHE  PROPRIETORS  beg  to  caU  tha, attention  of  the  Trade, 

loblemen.  Clergy,  and  the  Public  in  general,  to  their  extensive  Stock  of  choice  Wines 
of  rare  vintage. 

B.  &  Co.  are  not  disposed  to  comment  upon  the  purity  of  their  Wines,  which  is  daily 
most  laudably  acknowledged  by  the  Public  and  eminent  Medical  Men  of  all  countries, 
as  the  mcreasing  patronage  of  the  highest  families  in  the  land  is  a  suiEcient  guarantee. 

||k  They  beg  to  call  particular  attention  to  their  pure  Tonic  Wines,  as  being  so  valuable 
H  Invalids  and  persons  of  weak  stomachs. 
KA  sample  case,  containing  three  full-sized  Wine  Bottles,  will  be  forwarded  to  any 
Hdress  on  receipt  of  Post-Office  Order  for  Gs.  6d.,  or  a  dozen  for  24s. 
^It  is  a  weU-known  faot  that  impure  and  adulterated  Wines  are  the  greatest  foes  to 
liealth,  producing  acidity  in  the  stomach  and  debiUtating  the  digestive  organs,  while 
jBure  Wines  will  accelerate  the  digestive  powers,  invigorating,  strengthening,  and  bracing 
ifce  nervous  system. 

|hF  Their  Tonic  Wine  is  admitted  to  be  most  essential  to  Invalids,  both  old  and  young, 

and  should  never  be  absent  from  the  homes  of  the  weak  and  sickly  :  its  properties  are 
duly  acknowledged  and  appreciated  by  the  highest  men  of  the  Faculty  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

To  prevent  imposition,  each  bottle  is  sealed  with  the  name  of  the  Firm. 
All  orders  to  be  made  payable  to  Heney  Bueeows. 

RUPTURES.  ~ 

ijjk  BY    ROYAL    LETTERS  PATENT. 

™  WHITE'S  HOC  MAIN  LEVER  TRUSS  is  allowed  by  upwards  of 
200  Medical  Gentlemen  to  be  the  most  effective  invention  in  the  curative 
treatment  of  Hernia.    The  use  of  a  steel  spring,  so  often  hurtful  in  its 

I^^ffects,  is  here  avoided,  a  soft  bandage  being  worn  round  the  body,  while  the 
^■equisite  resisting  power  is  supplied  by  the  MOC  MAIN  PAD  and 
^>ATENT  LEVER,  fitting  with  so  much  ease  and  closeness,  that  it 
cannot  be  detected,  and  may  be  worn  during  sleep.  A  Descriptive  Cir- 
cular may  be  had,  and  the  Truss  (which  cannot  fail  to  fit)  forwarded  by 
Post,  on  the  circumference  of  the  body,  two  inches  below  the  hips,  being  sent 
to  the  Manufacturer,  Mr.  White,  228,  Piccadilly,  London. 
Price  of  Single  Truss  16s.  ;  21s. ;  26s.  6d.  ;  and  31s.  6d.  Postage,  Is. 
„       Double  ditto  31s.  6d. ;  42s.  and  52s.  6d.  Ditto,  Is.  8d. 

„       an  Umbilical,  42s. ;  52s.  6d.  Ditto,  Is.  lOd. 

Post  Office  Orders  to  be  made  payable  to  John  White,  Post  Office,  Piccadilly. 
Elastic  Stockings,  Socks,  Knee-caps,  &e. 

For  Varicose  Veins  and  all  cases  of  Weakness  and  Swelling  of  the  Legs,  Sprains,  &c. 
They  are  porous,  light  in  texture  and  inexpensive,  and  are  drawn  on  like  an  ordinary 
Stocking.    Price,  from  7s.  6d.  to  16s.  each.    Postage,  6d.  Manufacturer, 
JOHN  WHITE,  228,  Piccadilly,  London. 


NEW  YEAR'S  GIFTS  ! !  * 

PARKINS  k  GOTTO, 

24  and  25,  OXFORD  STREET,  1 


WRITING  CASES, 
DRESSING  CASES, 

INKSTANDS,  DESKS, 
JEWEL   AND  KEY  BOXES, 

STATIONERY  CABINETS, 

CARD  CASES  &  ALBUMS, 

SCRAP  BOOKS, 

CHESS  AND  DRAUGHT  MEN,' 

BOOK  SLIDES, 
DESPATCH  BOXES, 
BAGS    AND  RETICULES 

PAPIER  MACHE  GOODS, 

PEARL  &  TORTOISESHELL  GOODS, 

15,000  BIBLES  OF  EVERY  SIZE  &  TYPE." 

GUINEA  FAMILY  BIBLES, 

Notes,  References,  and  Illustrations.  Strongly  bound 

in  Morocco. 
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ILLUSTRATED  PRICE  LISTS,  POST  FREE. 
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PARKINS  &  GOTTO, 

•  24  &  25,  OXFORD  STREET.  g 


